
By Sophia Pelosi

In May 2017, PG&E
came to the home of
Franciel Branch, a wid-

owed mother of two and a 54-
year resident of East Palo Alto,
because her furnace was
leaking carbon dioxide. They
labeled it hazardous, turned it
off, and left.

Franciel spent the next
year, until May 2018, without
central heating. Central Coast
Energy Services lent her
space heaters in the winter,
for which she was grateful,
but they increased her energy
bill to the point that she strug-
gled to pay it. Franciel lives on
a fixed income and supports
her nephew, who is physically
disabled. There was simply
no room in her budget for a
new furnace. 

Just a year later, Franciel’s
home has been transformed
through more than a dozen
home repairs– including the in-
stallation of a new furnace– for
which she has paid just three
hundred dollars. Franciel credits

one person for her home’s revi-
talization: Violet Saena, the Re-
silient Communities Program
Manager at Acterra.

Acterra is a Palo-Alto based
environmental nonprofit that
has served the Bay Area since
1970 through a combination of
education, partnerships, policy
advocacy, and direct action. Vi-
olet, who was featured last
week on the Midpen Media
Center program “Talking With
Henrietta,” heads the Climate
Resilient Communities Pro-
gram, which builds alliances be-

tween community residents,
local government programs,
and community-based organi-
zations in low-income areas in
San Mateo and Santa Clara
Counties to create resilience
against the coming impacts of
climate change. 

For two years, Violet has
brought Acterra’s work to the
communities of East Palo Alto
and Menlo Park, from town-hall
meetings to church groups to
groups of families assembled in
a neighbor’s house. At each
gathering, Violet explains Ac-

terra’s mission and offers tips
that families can use to save
energy, and, consequently, hun-
dreds of dollars a year. For
many low-income families Ac-
terra works with, as much as
20% of household income goes
to utilities. Simple home-energy
efficiencies combined with solar
panels can reduce that bill by
60 - 90%.

Violet met Franciel at one
such meeting, when Franciel
approached her for help with
her energy bill. Violet visited
Franciel’s house to evaluate it

as a candidate for free solar
panels through GRID Alterna-
tives, but when she found the
furnace in disrepair, she knew
she had a much bigger job on
her hands. This is often the
case: Acterra arrives to facilitate
the state-funded installation of
solar power, but finds multiple
infrastructural problems with the
house that must be corrected
first. 

Acterra functions like the hub
of a wheel, centralizing the ef-
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By Rayshaun Jordan

Peo v. Oscar Alfredo
Tapia - Carmona: On Mon-
day, March 26, 2018, at about
5:50 p.m. Oscar Alfredo Tapia
- Carmona, a 30 year old East
Palo Alto resident, became
angry with Victim #1, a total
stranger next to his car on
West Bayshore and Capitol at
a red light. Tapia - Carmona
fired a shot through the win-
dow of Victim #1’s car and
sped off.    

Tapia - Carmona then stopped
at the intersection of Newell
and Woodland and fired two
gunshots at another random
65 year old victim carrying
groceries. The bullet shat-
tered her arm and she will
need surgery. Victim #1, who
was still pursuing Tapia - Car-
mona, abandoned the chase
and looked after the woman
after calling police. 

Tapia - Carmona then drove
to Palo Alto where he hit a bi-
cyclist who was fortunately
not injured and then drove to
a restaurant where he worked
and told coworkers he had
been chased by several peo-
ple on the way to work.

Police found a Black
Beretta Pistol on his person
when they found him. Tapia -
Carmona is currently in cus-
tody on no bail status. 

Peo v. Jose Garcia Plasce-
nia: Plascencia who is a 56
year old East Palo Alto resi-
dent who was already
charged with multiple counts
of Sexual Assault involving 20
victims. 

This case involves two vic-
tims the first victim injured her
back when working at Target
in 2006 and was recom-
mended by a friend to get a
massage from Plascencia. On
the first visit, nothing hap-
pened. But in the two subse-
quent visits Plascencia asked
victim to undress and he used
his hand to penetrate her. 

Bail was raised from
$200,000 to $300,000 and de-
fendant is still in custody.  This
case has already been ar-
raigned in superior court on
Tuesday, July 17, 2018 and is
next set on September 25,
2018 at 1:30 p.m. in Dept. 9,
for the Criminal Presiding
Judge Stephanie G. Garratt,
for the pretrial conference.    

The case is set for jury trial
on November 5, 2018 8:30
a.m. and Plascencia remains
in custody on $950,000 bail. 

Peo v. Eugenio Pena: Palo
Alto Police Department Nar-
cotics Officers had a search
warrant at prisoner’s East
Palo Alto home when Pena
shot at the first four officers.
None of the officers were hit
but officers returned fire and
Pena and his wife were shot
but survived. Their baby on a
mattress nearby was not
struck by gunfire even though
the mattress was hit eleven 

This was the prisoner’s sev-
enth parole hearing.  The
Board of Parole Hearings
panel was comprised of Com-
missioner Kevin Chappelle
and Deputy Commissioner
Christine Niger.  

The prisoner’s attorney was
Dejon Lewis.  The hearing
was conducted and the Board
found the prisoner no longer
constitutes an unreasonable
risk of danger to the public
and was suitable for release
on parole. 
The case will now go through

administrative review at the
Board of parole Hearings and
then to the Governor’s Office
for review. 

Local criminal court cases

Collaborating to improve the community

Photo courtesy of Antonio Woodward
Franciel Branch is obviously happy about the repairs that

were made on her house.She is joined in her back yard by her
son  Wendell Branch, who stands on the left in this photo and
her son Devin Branch, who is shown on the right.

lnteresado en empezar un Negocio?
Si quieres comenzar un negocio propio, Renaissance esta
aquf para ayudarte a hacer lo de la manera correcta. Ofre-
cemos capacitacion pa ra pequenas empresas, consultorfa,
incubacion, acceso a capital y redes, y apoyo emocional (y
sf, a veces una patada en los pantalones!) Para transformar
sus suenos en realidad 'Open for Business’ 

Orientacion:
Orientacion:  Agosto 20 y 27, 2018 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Estas listo para comenzar  un negocio o pensar en ello? De-
scubra su disponibilidad de negocio y obtenga  los consejos
y recursos, incluyendo el acceso a una amplia gama de ser-
vicios de Renaissance, para lanzar o expandir su negocio.

Comienza y Creza con Confianza:

Clases Empiezan: Septiembre 10, 2018
Se reune los Lunes durante 4 semanas de 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Este curso se centra en el desarrollo de lo que es la mision,vi-
sion, metas y estrategias de negocio, asi como el crear un
plan de accion. Todo esto se ofrece en cuatro sesiones de
tres horas. El objetivo final es que los participantes tengan
una mejor compresion de su modelo de negocio, cualquiera
que sea su interes el de iniciar o hacer crecer un negocio.
Una sesion opcional de dos horas seria facilitado por la in-
structora. Este servicio es disponible exclusivamente para los
duenos de negocios yes limitado. (12 horas} $60 - $120 (Tasa
de becas basado en el ingreso, la verificaci6n es necesario). 

Planificacion de Negocios:
Clases Empiezan: Octubre 15, 2018
Se reune los Lunes por 10 semanas de 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Este curso de 10 sesiones esta disenado principalmente para em-
presas antes de su lanzamiento. Este curse es una introduccion de
conceptos basicos de negocios y esta disenado para ayudar a los
participantes a determinar si el negocio es factible o realizable. Los
participantes aprenden lo fundamental de la mercadotecnia, el
manejo operativo y conceptos de finanzas. Tambien realizan
proyecciones financieras, anal isis de mercado y aprenden sobre el
proceso operativo de su negocio. Los participantes desarollan un
plan de negocios basico, el cual les puede ayudar a medir el poten-
cial para lograr el exito en su negocio. (30 horas) $120 a $240 (con
beca, lo que requiere verificacion de ingresos en forma de cheque
de pago o declaraciones de impuestos).

1848 Bay Rd. East Palo Alto, CA 94306
Para inscribirse en las clases y obtener mas informacion,

visite www.rencenter.org 
Llame al 650-321-2193 Becas disponibles bajo peticion.

Estas clases son presentadas por Renaissance Entrepreneurship
Center, una organizacion 501(c)3 sin fines de lucro.

Mas informacion en www.rencenter.org
crasmussen@rencenter.org

https://www.publicdomainpic-
tures.net

continued on page 13
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forts of several different non-
profits on one project. Acterra
connects community members
with nonprofits such as Habitat
for Humanity, El Concilio, and
Rebuilding Together which offer
repair and energy efficiency
services. Residents get help
with application process, sub-
mitting the necessary paper-
work, and monitoring the
progress of the work.

Acterra has forged strong re-
lationships with organizations in
the community.

Habitat for Humanity, an inter-
national nonprofit dedicated to
refurbishing homes at low or no
cost, is Violet’s go-to for heavy
duty projects. By engaging

Habitat, Violet was able to get
Franciel a new furnace, a new
roof, and a ramp for her
nephew.

Like Habitat, Central-Valley-
based El Concilio takes on
home remodeling projects. El
Concilio provided Franciel with
a new window and refrigerator,
as well as lights and smoke de-

tectors. 
GRID Alternatives handles

the installation of solar technol-
ogy. Franciel’s free solar instal-
lation is scheduled for this
summer, and the solar panels
are projected to decrease Fran-
ciel’s energy bills by 85%. Ac-
terra also helps residents
understand that thanks to
Peninsula Clean Energy, the
energy not provided by the solar
panels comes from renewables
(and costs them slightly less
than energy sourced from
PG&E).

Acterra also recently part-
nered with WaterLink, a joint
program by the Santa Clara
Valley Water District, California

Conservation Corps, and Ecol-
ogy Action that aims to de-
crease water wastage
statewide. The Climate Re-
silient Communities Program is
conducting outreach in East
Palo Alto to ensure that anyone
eligible for the program can
benefit from a free water audit
and free water efficient fixtures. 

Acterra has reached hun-
dreds of families to date, and re-
ceives dozens of new referrals
each month. As Violet makes
her rounds in the community,
you can see the families she
has helped greeting her with
open arms, and, more often
than not, a sample of whatever
is growing in the garden or

cooking on the stove. 
This year, Acterra is also part-

nering with Pono Home, a
Hawaii-based energy efficiency
franchise that helps homeown-
ers manage their water and en-
ergy usage. Through this
program, Pono Home and Ac-
terra hope to not only provide
services, but to create jobs in
green tech which will empower
the entire community.  

The Climate Resilient Com-
munities Program is just one
component of Acterra’s work in
the Bay Area. To find out more,
visit www.acterra.org. 
Sophia Pelosi is a market-

ing/communications intern at
Acterra

Collaborating continued from page 4

Franciel Branch

where she resided until her
death. Her daughter,  Linda
Robinson, Curlee Robinson,
Sr, Sharee Robinson and
Curlee Robinson, Jr., lovingly
cared for her in the last five
years of her life. The family
gives them and everyone in
Anchorage, Alaska who
helped care for her our great-
est and warmest gratitude.

She leaves to cherish her
memories:  one sister, Alice

Harper (James) of Pineville,
Louisiana, two daughters,
Merdana Murphy-Champion
of East Palo Alto, California;
Linda Robinson of Anchorage,
Alaska; one son -in-law,
Bishop Curlee Robinson, Sr.,
one son, George Roland, Jr.
of Olympia, Washington;  13
grandchildren, 31 great grand-
children,  8 great-great grand-
children,  6 great-great-great
grandchildren;  like a daugh-

Verna Thomas continued from page 8
ter, Phyllis Cooksey, a host of
neices, nephews  and friends.

through Woodside to Alice’s
Restaurant.”

From early preparations to
the final celebrations, the posi-
tive mood was enhanced as so
many individuals and organiza-
tions worked together.  Bike
mechanics came from Velofix
and LOOK.  Refreshments
along the course came from
nuun hydration.  

Four local charities received
large donations: BizWorld, Girls
Who Code, Positive Coaching
Alliance (PCA), and Tipping
Point Community.  In turn, these
local charities contributed vol-
unteers to assist the riders and
organizers.  

Moody praised the many vol-
unteers who assembled mate-
rials, staffed the starting areas,
assisted along the course, and

welcomed tired riders back to
the Four Seasons.  The post-
ride celebration featured music,
awards and gourmet food.  “It
was a wonderful event,” said
Moody.  “Everyone has a good
time.” 

Riders and organizers look
forward to the return of the Gran
Fondo next year: Saturday,
June 22, 2019.  

Francois wants new riders to
know that he is ready to help
them train and participate.  “I
hope we have more riders from
East Palo Alto, more people of
color, and more women.  You
don’t have to complete the
whole ride. You can stop or go
back whenever you want.  Just
set a goal, and do it.” 

For details of the 2018 event,
and to ride or volunteer in 2019,
see  www.rbcgranfondo.com 

Gran Fondo 
continued from page 5

Council member Moody took a
selfie of himself and Michael
Francois at the race. What
fun!

Four Seasons SiliconValley
General Manager Florian
Riedel is shown participating
in the Gran Fondo race.

See more obituaries at
http://www.epatoday.org/treasured_memo-

ries/listing.php




