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Lauren Weston Named Executive Director of Acterra 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

 
PALO ALTO, May 28, 2019—The environmental nonprofit Acterra: 
Action for a Healthy Planet today announced the board’s appointment 
of Lauren Weston as its executive director. Effective June 17, Ms. 
Weston replaces Matthew O’Grady, who has served as Acterra’s 
interim executive director since October 2018, in assuming the overall 
management, operations, and development of the organization. 
 
Ms. Weston has over a decade of leadership experience in several well-
regarded nonprofits including the Breakthrough Collaborative and the 

Hiller Aviation Museum. Most recently, she was Director of Philanthropy for the West Coast 
Region at World Bicycle Relief. Originally from Northern California, Ms. Weston is an alumna of 
New York University, where she received her master’s degree, and holds a bachelor’s from the 
University of California–Davis.  
 
“In selecting Lauren, the board is pleased to have chosen an impact-oriented, visionary 
strategist who is also a proven relationship-builder,” said Sudhanshu Jain, President of the 
Board. 
 
Acterra, a 49-year-old organization based in Palo Alto, CA, addresses global climate change at 
the local level by making it easier and cheaper for the public to reduce their carbon footprints 
at home, work, and throughout the community.  
 
Ms. Weston commented, “I’m deeply honored to take the reins of Acterra, a long-standing and 
trusted pillar in the Bay Area’s climate action community. I look forward to working with local 
residents, businesses, and volunteers motivated to make a difference.”  
 
The year 2020 marks a special milestone: Acterra’s 50th anniversary on April 22, which coincides 
with the 50th anniversary of Earth Day. “On behalf of the board, we are confident that Lauren’s 
demonstrated aptitude for collaboration, communication, program design, and financial 
stewardship will make her an able leader for Acterra for this important occasion,” said Jain. 
 
 
About Acterra: Action for a Healthy Planet  
Acterra is a San Francisco Bay Area 501(c)(3) nonprofit based in Palo Alto that brings people together to create 
local solutions for a healthy planet. Acterra works locally to help people save energy, use cleaner power, and 
reduce their carbon footprint at home, at work, and on the road. We also build community resilience to climate 
impacts, recognize Bay Area companies that are leaders in sustainable practices, and facilitate peer-learning for 
individuals and organizations. For more information, visit acterra.org. 


