
Acterra’s Educational Conference 
Promotes Sustainable  

“Green Cuisine”
In fall 2018, Acterra, in partnership with the Bay Area Air Quality Management 
District, convened a conference on improving the sustainability and profitability 
of food service providers like restaurants and institutions. Climate Friendly 
Cuisine: Food Service Guidance and Best Practices for a Healthy Planet took 
place on September 11, 2018, at the LinkedIn offices in San Francisco. 
More than 140 participants from over 70 organizations attended the full-day 
conference, which was an official affiliate event of the 2018 Global Climate 
Action Summit convened by Governor Jerry Brown. World-renowned chef Traci 
Des Jardins, the keynote speaker, shared stories of her path to leadership in 
sustainable food service and described the unique power of food to shape and 
improve peoples' lives.

A “Climate Change 101” 
presentation by the Bay Area 
Air Quality Management 
District pointed to the major 
role that food plays in 
contributing to the carbon 
footprint of households (see 

sidebar “How Your Plate Affects the Planet”). Participants then heard from three 
engaging speaker panels about innovations in plant-based cuisine, food waste 
prevention in K–12 schools, ways to implement effective peer-to-peer education, 
and new technology for analyzing a menu’s carbon footprint. Participants also 
enjoyed a networking hour over an elegant and delicious plant-based lunch 
provided by Bon Appétit Management Company.

A highlight of the conference was an afternoon session where attendees 
from across industries made personal commitments to help make their 
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How Your Plate  

Affects the Planet      
Many people are surprised to learn the 
significant contribution of food to one's 
carbon footprint. Acterra's educational 
workshop for food service providers 
was created to better communicate how 
informed food choices can help slow 
climate change. 

Food is the second largest contributor 
to household greenhouse gas emissions 
in the SF Bay Area at 19% (air/motor 
vehicle transportation is 33%).

Food production contributes the most 
greenhouse gas emissions at 83%; food 
transportation + delivery contribute 11%. 

continued on page 2

Chef Traci Des Jardins opens the Climate Friendly  
Cuisine conference. Photo: Michael Pegram Photography

Conference attendee pledge. Photo: Michael 
Pegram Photography

"The End of Food Waste" speaker panel. 
Photo: Michael Pegram Photography

“We all have a vested 
interest in a more 
sustainable food 
system.” –Chef Traci 
Des Jardins
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organizational practices more sustainable. A multi-national company pledged 
to add signage advertising their use of sustainable ingredients. A school district 
pledged to donate its excess food to local food banks to help the needy. And a local 
restaurant pledged to reduce food waste through a combination of better storage, 
planning, and alternative vendors. 

The day concluded with an exhibitors’ showcase of over 15 sustainable food service 
products, tools, and services, including Imperfect Produce, Replate, and World 
Centric.

By enabling the wider sharing of current industry knowledge, the Climate Friendly 
Cuisine educational conference reinforced the idea that smart choices can reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and raise profitability in this sector that plays such an 
essential part in our lives.  

More information about the event, and the generous sponsors that made it possible, 
is available at acterra.org/climate-friendly-cuisine/.

Acterra's Educational Conference  
continued from page 1

Silicon Valley Green Team Network’s 
Fall Forum

Acterra’s Green Team Network came  
together on November 7, 2018, to discuss 
food sustainability in the workplace. The 
event, “An Appetite for Change,” was  
graciously hosted by Alcatraz Cruises 
and took place on a hybrid vessel on San 
Francisco Bay — a first-time venue for the 
Network. Kari Hamerschlag, deputy director  
of food and agriculture for Friends of the 
Earth, provided an inspiring keynote  
address on plant-forward diets and sustain-
able food purchasing. Attendees participated 
in a “human charts” networking activity led 
by Kathleen Wong of Adobe, then enjoyed 
views of the Golden Gate Bridge under clear 
skies during lunch. The afternoon discussion 
panel featured diverse topics ranging from 
electric vehicles to sustainable seafood. 

Save the date: On March 27, 2019, the 
Network’s Spring Forum will convene at 
Adobe’s world headquarters in San Jose. 

The Green Team Network has a new video! 
View it at acterra.org. 

Kari Hamerschlag of Friends of the Earth 
delivers the keynote at Acterra’s Green Team 
Fall Forum.
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Milestones for the  
Karl Knapp GoEV Program

In fall 2018, Acterra renamed its electric vehicle outreach program the “Karl 
Knapp GoEV Program” to honor the esteemed Stanford professor who was 
also a renewable energy expert, EV advocate, and overall Earth Champion. 
On October 23, 2018, Karl Knapp’s courageous battle against ALS came 
to an end, but Acterra is proud to carry on Karl’s vision for a clean energy 
future through widespread adoption of electric vehicles. The Karl Knapp GoEV 
Program officially launched at the successful September 16 EV Ride & Drive 
event in Palo Alto, which offered more than 500 test rides of over 13 EV models 
to members of the public. 

Also in fall 2018, Acterra 
held free informational 
workshops in Millbrae 
and Redwood City 
designed to raise 
awareness of the benefits 
of EVs, both for people 
and the planet, and to 
allow the public to peek 
under the hoods of EV 
models. 

In November 2018, 
the Karl Knapp GoEV 
Program conducted 
additional outreach 
to East Palo Alto, a community that has not traditionally embraced EVs. Luis 
Castillo, an East Palo Alto resident, qualified for free solar panels from GRID 
Alternatives, making a plug-in car a natural and affordable fit for his family. A 
$5,000 discount on a Nissan Leaf through rebates further motivated his switch 
over to driving electric. With the Leaf, he avoids $200 to $300 per month in 
gas expenses and has minimal maintenance costs. Castillo has also become an 
Acterra EV Ambassador, a volunteer who helps spread the EV message through 
personal conversations. For some of his neighbors, Castillo thinks that the idea 
of an EV will take some getting used to; however, he is cautiously optimistic 
that they will overcome their hesitation and realize the advantages of EVs. “I’m 
living proof that this works,” he says proudly. Find more information on EV 
Ambassadors and the Karl Knapp GoEV Program at acterra.org/goev. 

Coming soon: free EV workshops 
will be held in Alum Rock (San Jose), 
Millbrae, Belle Haven (Menlo Park), and 
Palo Alto. See the complete workshop 
schedule at acterra.org/goev.

Attendees learn about discounts on electric vehicles at 
Acterra’s free workshop in East Palo Alto on November 4, 
2018. Photo: Julie Noblitt

2019 Acterra BEA Ceremony  
& Reception

Wednesday, May 22, 2019
5:30 pm

Bay Area Metro Center,  
San Francisco

Please join us for an evening filled 
with celebration, learning, and 
networking!

Acterra’s Silicon Valley Green 
Team Network Spring Forum

Wednesday, March 27, 2019

Adobe Headquarters, San Jose

Acterra's Party for the Planet 

Saturday, April 6, 2019 
6 pm

San Mateo County History 
Museum, Redwood City

Tickets go on sale February 1  
at acterra.org

20
19

Save the Date! 
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Acterra’s Fall Lecture Series:  
Challenges and Opportunities

Our 2018 Fall Public Lecture Series invited audiences to 
reflect on the serious challenges of climate change as well 
as potential solutions. The speakers addressed our global 
food system, California’s clean energy revolution, and the 
role of education in shrinking carbon emissions through 
behavior change.

In her September 26, 2018, lecture 
“Food Insecurity, Climate Change, 
and Conflict,” Ertharin Cousin, the 
former executive director of the World 
Food Programme and U.S. Ambas-
sador to the UN Agencies for Food 
and Agriculture in Rome, addressed 
the difficulties associated with feeding 
a world population of over 9 billion 

in the next generation. Worsening floods and droughts, 
biodiversity loss, and land degradation will further stress 
the system. Ambassador Cousin called for us to “work as 
individuals, companies, and nations” to reform the food 
system by modernizing livestock operations, shifting de-
mand toward less-carbon-intensive products, and granting 
women greater access to education and capital.

On October 24, 2018, David 
Hochschild, a commissioner on 
the California Energy Commission, 
gave a lecture titled “Sunrise from the 
West—California and the Dawn of 
the Clean Energy Era.” Commissioner 
Hochschild first reviewed how, to the 
surprise of many skeptics, California 
has brought more renewables online 

than any other state, while maintaining a stronger econo-
my and lower unemployment rate compared to the U.S. as 
a whole. With SB 100 — a state mandate to reach 100% 
clean energy by 2045 — setting the stage for broader 
deployment of renewables, he shared developments in all-
electric homes, zero-emission vehicles and charging infra-
structure, and massive-scale statewide renewable energy 
projects as evidence of California’s leadership in reducing 
climate pollution via clean energy programs.

Eugene Cordero, climate scientist  
at San Jose State University, discussed 
his work as founder of Green Ninja,  
a state-approved science curriculum  
for middle school students that  
integrates climate change and  
environmental themes. His November 
14 lecture was titled “How Education 
Can Impact Long-term Carbon Emis-

sions—One Burrito at a Time.” Dr. Cordero’s data show 
that his framework succeeds when participants believe that 
climate change is a personal issue, is fixable, and requires 
action. Students were more likely to lower their carbon 
footprint when they felt a sense of empowerment and had 
an empathetic view toward the environment. Green Ninja 
uses animated cartoons and other tools to engage students 
creatively. To learn more, visit greenninja.org.

Acterra's Climate  
Resilient Communities 

Program Update
In 2018 Acterra continued steady progress in enrolling East 
Palo Alto families in WaterLink, a program for residents  
(including renters) that reduces barriers to water conservation  
by providing faucet aerators, low-flow showerheads, and  
water-saving washing machines for free. These services are 
offered to those whose water usage exceeds standards.  
Acterra aims to enroll a total of 100 East Palo Alto families  
in the WaterLink program through door-to-door outreach;  
to date, installations have already been performed in 74 
households, saving 568,000 gallons of water per year.  
Conserving water reduces the energy needed for water treat-
ment, distribution, heating, and disposal, resulting in lower 
greenhouse gas emissions. In a given year, East Palo Alto 
WaterLink participants will avoid approximately 22 metric tons 
of carbon dioxide, equivalent to saving enough electricity to 
power four homes for an entire year. (Data provided by  
Ecology Action)  

In October 2018, Acterra again joined with community 
residents and area nonprofits for a block party to revitalize a 
neighborhood in East Palo Alto. This year’s event took place 
in the Midtown area and featured an EV expo, energy- 
efficiency lighting demos, and WaterLink installations.

View new videos featuring Dr. Eugene Cordero,  
EV Ambassador Cathy Alston, the Silicon Valley  

Green Team Network, and more on  
Acterra's YouTube channel – PlanetActerra.



Board
Ye Wang  Ye is an assurance partner 
at EY based in San Jose, specializing 
in technology for clients ranging from 
venture-backed start-ups to large multi-
national companies. Ye has a Bachelor 
of Business Administration degree from 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
and is a Certified Public Accountant in 

California. Ye, along with her husband and twin boys, is a 
nature enthusiast and avid hiker.  
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Clean Energy Access for 
All: A Design Sprint 

Clean energy technologies, like home solar rooftop 
systems, carry substantial ongoing economic and envi-
ronmental benefits, especially in low-income communities 
where utilities can represent as much as 20% of household 
budgets. However, these technologies require substantial 
upfront investments, putting them out of reach for many.

On October 18, 2018, Acterra organized a "design sprint" 
(an interactive, time-intensive prototyping session), hosted 
by 42 Silicon Valley in Fremont. The design sprint  
convened more than 40 philanthropists, foundations, civic 
and community leaders, entrepreneurs, and directors of 
environmental community-based organizations to work 
toward solutions for making the clean energy revolution  
accessible to all. In addition to dozens of ideas and 
many new partnerships, four short-term working groups 
emerged to focus on the themes of policy, funding, story-
telling, and metrics. A white paper based on outcomes 
from the summit is also forthcoming. 

Acterra’s Newest Team Members
Staff

Nicole Chitty — Development Director  
Nicole has been a development director 
since 2006, focusing most of her career 
in the areas of major gifts, corporate 
and business partnerships, planned giv-
ing, and strategic planning. She holds 
a BA in Communications from Auburn 
University and has earned her Certified 

Fund Raising Executive certification.

Wendy Chou — Communications and 
Outreach Manager  Wendy has exten-
sive experience in communications 
and outreach for academic institutions, 
nonprofits, and the private sector with 
a particular eye to bridging the gap 
between technical experts and grass-
roots actiavism. Wendy's background in 

ecosystem science and climate change includes a PhD in 
Environmental Science, Policy, and Management from UC 
Berkeley and a BA from Harvard. 

Iliana Diaz Jacobo — Climate  
Resilient Communities Intern  Iliana was 
born and raised in East Palo Alto and 
is pursuing a master’s degree in Urban 
Planning at San Jose State University. 
She is passionate about environmental 
and social justice.

Matthew O'Grady — Interim  
Executive Director  Matt is a proven 
leader in the nonprofit, public benefit 
sector with more than 35 years of ex-
perience in management, governance, 
mergers and acquisitions, talent de-
velopment, executive search, program 
design, fundraising, and strategy.

Mercedes Thompson — Communi-
cations Intern  Prior to joining Acterra, 
Mercedes was the communications lead 
for Baltimore Beyond Plastic, an  
environmental group that engages 
students in local advocacy to eliminate 
single-use plastic. Her community- 
organizing experience includes neigh-

borhood canvassing as well as planning educational work-
shops, rallies, and other focal events. Mercedes is currently 
a first-year student at Stanford University majoring in Earth 
Systems. 
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Since 2011, Acterra has saved the following  
resources by using recycled papers for the  
production and printing of our projects at ChaseVP.

	 trees water energy solid waste greenhouse gases
	 100 38,154 63.5 4,165 11,872
	 fully grown gallons million BTUs pounds pounds

ENV IRONMENTAL  BENEF I TS  S TATEMENT

Calculations based on research by Environmental Defense Fund 
and other members of the Paper Task Force.

Join Acterra on Social Media

Like us on Facebook:  
facebook.com/Acterra 

Follow us on Twitter:  
@planetacterra

Check out our photos on 
Instagram: @planetacterra

Follow Acterra on  
LinkedIn  
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Energy Clinics in Santa Clara 
County in 2019

In 2019, Acterra is hosting a series  
of free Energy Clinics in Gilroy, 
Mountain View, Milpitas, Sunnyvale, 
and Morgan Hill as part of a Silicon  
Valley Clean Energy (SVCE) communications and outreach grant to disad-
vantaged communities. The Energy Clinics will provide information about the 
benefits and on-bill savings that SVCE provides, as well as information about 
how to save money on utility bills and promote whole-home health. For more 
information and a full list of dates, visit acterra.org/greenhome/energyclinics.

Acterra works to address climate change. Your gift will help us create local  
solutions for a healthy planet. Donate now at acterra.org/donate-now/


