
Acterra Members Give Back 
Leaving a Legacy for Our Planet

By Mike Kasperzak

The work that Acterra does for our community and 
planet is not only critical but also far-reaching and 
needs sustained support. One of my reasons for 
making planned gifts is the opportunity to continue 
to support the organization’s efforts into the future. 
I can make a much more significant gift from my 
estate than I can from my income, and that gift, 
through its endowment earnings, will extend the 
contributions that I can make to bolster Acterra’s 
work —work that I have supported for years. And 
as they say, "You can't take it with you!"

Giving Back Through Cycling 
Climate Ride, a charitable organization dedicated 
to supporting environmental causes, empowers participants to actively engage 
in the fight against climate change by completing multiday bicycling, hiking, 
and running events to fundraise for the organizations they value most. Last 
year, Ema Bowman, Lee Bowman, Joel Brown, David Coale, David Larson, 
and Rita Redberg participated in a Climate Ride along the California coast and 
collectively raised $5,800 for Acterra!

We are excited to have Deborah Bennett, David Coale, Chris Cocca, Catherine 
Elvert, Ed Jones, Laura Teksler, and Boris Teksler riding on behalf of Acterra 
in this year’s Climate Ride. Rider (and Board Vice-President) Catherine Elvert 
tells us, “I am inspired to participate in this event because I believe that climate 
change is the most existential crisis affecting our planet today. I hope my biking 

and hiking eco-adventures inspire 
others to take action in ways of their 
own. If so, then that's a win for the 
environment.”

Acterra wishes all of our 2019 
riders the best of luck in their rides. 
As the cyclists say, “Rubber side 
down!”

For more information on giving 
to Acterra, contact Development 
Director Nicole Chitty at  
nicole.chitty@acterra.org.
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Acterra Welcomes 
a New Executive 
Director:  
Lauren Weston       
The Board of Directors is pleased to 
announce the appointment of Lauren 
Weston as Acterra’s new executive 
director, effective June 17. Lauren comes 
to Acterra with more than a decade 
of progressive experience in leading 
nonprofits and special expertise in fund 
development and philanthropy. Most 
recently she held a senior position 
with World Bicycle Relief and prior to 
that was with the education nonprofit 
Breakthrough Collaborative. A major 
theme in her professional background 
is her dedication to education and 
community outreach. In her words: 
“I am thrilled to be a part of Acterra 
and to work toward reducing carbon 
emissions — in the workplace, in the 
home, on the road, and throughout the 
community.” 

Read more about Lauren online at 
acterra.org/press-releases. 

Mike Kasperzak, Member of 
Acterra’s Healthy Planet Legacy 
Society

2019 Climate Ride cyclist Catherine Elvert
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Updates from Green@Home
Energy Clinics Help Santa Clara 
County Communities 

Thanks to a Community Engagement 
Grant from Silicon Valley Clean Energy, 
a Community Choice energy provider, 
Acterra is hosting 10 Energy Clinics 
at community centers in Gilroy, Milpi-
tas, Morgan Hill, Mountain View, and 
Sunnyvale between January and August 
2019. To date, these Energy Clinics have 
provided over 500 residents — many of 
them senior citizens and lower-income 
individuals — with energy-saving tips 
and information about enrolling in clean 
energy services. 

Patti Sexton, Acterra’s Home Energy Advisor,  
interacts with residents at the Energy Clinic in 
March 2019. 

Electrify with Induction Cooktops 

Induction cooktop technology is fast, safe, more 
energy efficient than other cooking methods, and 
growing in popularity. To try it yourself, sign up for 
Acterra’s new Green@Home Induction Cooktop 
Loaner Program. At our Palo Alto office, portable 
cooktops are available to borrow for up to three 
weeks. Visit acterra.org/induction for details and to 
make an appointment. 

What is an Acterra EV Ambassador? 
Acterra’s EV Ambassadors help accelerate the adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) in 
their communities by enthusiastically sharing their love of driving EVs with others. 
They spread the word about the many environmental and financial benefits of EVs 
by volunteering their vehicles and their personal narratives to attendees at Acterra’s 
EV workshops and Ride & Drive events. By making time for in-depth conversations 
with those who are weighing their car options, Acterra EV Ambassadors provide the 
expert know-how and tangible human connection that can often tip the balance in 
favor of going electric.  

New Acterra EV Ambassadors Kim and Jeff Acker (since April 2019) tell their story: 
"Acterra's Palo Alto Ride & Drive was fantastic! Having the chance to talk with EV 
ambassadors helped us sort out our options and needs. 
We're now the happy drivers of a used Nissan Leaf. 
Thanks, Acterra!" 

To become an Acterra EV Ambassador, visit  
acterra.org/ev-ambassadors

Save the Date
National Drive Electric Week Ride & Drive EVent

Palo Alto, September 22, 2019
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Community Education a Focus for  
Acterra’s Climate Resilient Communities Program

Readiness and Adaptation in 
East Palo Alto 

On February 11, 2019, Acterra staff 
from Climate Resilient Communities 
joined Youth United for Community 
Action (YUCA) and the County of 
San Mateo’s Office of Sustainability 
to play the educational “Game 
of Floods” in East Palo Alto. First 
developed by the County of Marin, 
Game of Floods tasks its players 
with collaborative decision-making 
in the context of sea level rise. For 
instance, what can communities do to 
prevent damages from storm surge? 
What resources must be deployed? 
The interactive game emphasizes 
the environmental, economic and 
societal consequences of adapting 
to sea level rise. Many youth in 
YUCA were familiar with flooding 
risks in their community but less 
knowledgeable about the connection 
between climate warming, sea 
level rise, and increased flood risk. 
The activity, plus a presentation by 
Acterra on climate change, helped 
stimulate dialogue with members of 
YUCA on how to be more prepared 
for climate change and how to 

Members of Youth United for Community Action join Acterra in playing the educational "Game 
of Floods.

be more involved in adaptation 
strategies. Since these connections 
were forged, two representatives 
from YUCA have joined the Climate 
Change Community Team, a group 
focused on climate resilience and 
capacity-building which Acterra built 
with assistance from the County of 
San Mateo’s “A Sea Change” grant. 
The Climate Change Community 
Team, which convenes monthly, is 
composed of East Palo Alto residents, 

city officials, 
representatives 
from key 
community-based 
organizations, 
and leaders of the 
faith and business 
communities. The 
group is learning 
to identify local 
vulnerabilities and 
is advising on 
adaptation-related 
decisions to help 
meet the needs of 
the community.

EarthWise Kids Debuts

Acterra facilitated the EarthWise Kids 
summer environmental education 
program, which took place from 
June 17 to June 21, 2019, at Oxford 
Day Academy in East Palo Alto. 
The program offered hands-on 
educational activities to more than 
50 high-school students with the aim 
of empowering youth to advocate 
locally for positive environmental 
change. Acterra’s partners—Stanford 
University, the County of San Mateo 
Youth Exploring Sea Level Rise 
Science, the educational enterprise 
Green Ninja, and Grassroots 
Ecology—provided a range of 
engaging projects, including a visit to 
Cooley Landing by San Francisco Bay 
to understand how habitat restoration 
buffers against storm surge, and 
collecting interview data on people’s 
awareness of sea level rise impacts.

Workers prepare for rising waters. Image courtesy of the City of East 
Palo Alto.
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Business Environmental Awards  
Promote Sustainability Leaders

On May 22, 2019, Acterra held the 29th annual Business Environmental Awards 
Ceremony and Reception, hosted by the Bay Area Air Quality Management District, 
to celebrate this year’s award recipients. During the ceremony, Acterra unveiled 
the award recipient videos, which dive into the innovative work each organization 
accomplished to merit their 
award. During the reception, 
attendees mingled, viewed 
award recipient and sponsor 
display tables, and  
experienced a screening of 
the ClimateMusic Project. 
Vegan canapés and desserts 
were generously provided by 
Gaumenkitzel Restaurant, a 
noted Berkeley Slow Food  
establishment that received 
an award in 2018.

Acterra's Newest 
Team Members

Staff
Juli Calderone — 
Office Manager  
Juli has over a  
decade of experience 
in executive admin-
istration and opera-
tions management  
in a variety of  

industries, including landscape manage-
ment, retail, editing, and publishing. 
Nonprofessionally, she loves reading, 
reptiles, and backpacking.

 

Board
Rex Northen   
Rex is an entrepre-
neur and environ-
mental advocate 
with a long history of 
building companies. 
He has a product  
development,  

management, and technical back-
ground, having founded and served as 
VP and CEO with early-stage technology  
companies in the U.K. and the U.S. He 
has experience in the design, develop-
ment, and implementation of business 
automation systems as well as sales, 
marketing, and strategy. Rex has worked 
with hundreds of companies ranging 
from startups to global corporations, 
including serving as executive director 
from 2009 to 2014 of the Cleantech 
Open, which he and his team of green 
entrepreneurs helped transform into the 
world's largest accelerator for clean-tech 
startups. Rex has a master’s degree from 
the University of Oxford. 

Congratulations to our award winners: 

Acterra Award for Sustainability

Langan Engineering and Environmental Services, Inc.

Environmental Innovation

Aperia Technologies, Inc. — Halo Tire Inflator

ChargePoint, Inc. — Fueling Network of the Future

Environmental Project

East Bay Municipal Utility District — Resource Recovery Program

Pittsburg Unified School District — Bioswale Solar and Wind Project with  
Learning Center

Spare the Air Leadership Award
Sponsored by the Bay Area Air Quality Management District

Goodwill Industries of San Francisco, San Mateo & Marin, Inc.  
— Electric Truck Project

Sustainable Built Environment

Intuit, WRNS Studios, Clive Wilkinson Architects — Intuit Marine Way Building

Sonoma Academy, WRNS Studios, XL Construction  
— Janet Durgin Guild & Commons

View our award recipient videos on our ActerraBEA YouTube channel:  
youtube.com/user/ActerraBEA. 

Goodwill Industries team - Spare the Air Leadership Award 
winner. Award sponsored by the Bay Area Air Quality  
Management District. Photo: Monica Roy Photographer.
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Silicon Valley Green Team Network Forum  
on Transportation 

Youth, Social Justice, and California’s Clean Energy  
Take Center Stage 

Left to right: George Lee, Ariane Erickson, Gary Hsueh, Stephanie 
Hom, Kris Herrera participate in a panel discussion on workplace 
initiatives in transportation. Photo by Fiona Flynn.

Acterra’s Silicon Valley Green Team Network held its bian-
nual forum on March 27. The event was hosted by Adobe at 
their headquarters in San Jose (a past recipient of an Acterra 
Business Environmental Award) with more than 50 participants 
in attendance. The forum was titled “Transportation and the 
Climate: Workplace Initiatives” and opened a dialogue among 
sustainability professionals on transportation concerns in the 
Bay Area.

Keynote Speaker, Chris Lepe, of TransForm, opened by  
outlining regional planning policies and highlighting the ways 
in which city planners, community organizations, and corpo-
rations can influence transportation and carbon emissions. 
Participants then compared commuter assistance programs 
in their respective workplaces before sitting down to a lively 
networking lunch, sponsored by Adobe.  

The afternoon’s speaker panel shared exciting Bay Area  
transportation initiatives in progress. Speakers, including 
Ariane Erickson (Acterra), Kris Herrera (Adobe), Stefanie 
Hom (Metropolitan Transportation Commission), Gary Hsueh 

(Prospect Silicon Valley), and George Lee (Powerflex Systems), 
fielded many compelling questions about their projects.  
Participants came away from the forum more engaged on the 
issue of transportation and the climate and with resources to 
bring back to their respective organizations.

Acterra’s Spring Lecture Series opener, 
“Youth Panel on Environmental Action,” 
brought together moderator Kristy  
Drutman, host of the media series 
Brown Girl Green, and three young 
environmental activists as panelists on 
March 27. They all spoke from the heart 
about persevering through the climate 
crisis, thanks to their personal passions, 
hope, and the support of their peers  
and other community members.  
Panelists Shay Barton and Cambria 
Bartlett described their work as “Heirs,” 
student activists from Heirs To Our 
Oceans, an organization that promotes 
ocean protection. Panelist Mercedes 
Thompson described her experiences working on a student-
led campaign which resulted in a styrofoam ban in the city of 
Baltimore. Lecture attendees, including several youth, were 
clearly moved and inspired by the event. Commenting on 
the panel’s success, moderator Kristy Drutman said: “I got to 
moderate the coolest panel discussion this week with youth 
environmental leaders in Palo Alto, thanks to Acterra! I was 
approached by a young woman of color afterwards who 
told me how important it was to see someone like me who 
looks like her be on stage and discuss the lack of diversity in 
environmental leadership/decision-making. I'm so proud to 
do this work.” 

The second lecture on April 24 fea-
tured Khalid Kadir of Presidio Graduate 
School, who questioned latent assump-
tions that the climate crisis can be 
“solved” by technical advances alone 
and emphasized the social justice di-
mensions of climate change, including 
the vulnerabilities to climate hazards 
often experienced by marginalized and 
underrepresented communities. 

The series concluded on May 14 with 
 a conversation between Annie  
Notthoff and Max Baumhefner, both of 
the Natural Resources Defense Council. 
They reviewed California’s pro-climate 

policy successes and the wider regional effects of California’s 
actions, including renewable energy mandates. With the 
transportation sector contributing the largest share of carbon 
emissions in California, the speakers deemed the electrifica-
tion of vehicles to be a major priority. 

All lectures took place with generous support from under-
writers Mary and Clinton Gilliland and Armand and Eliane 
Neukermans and sponsor organizations Bay Area Air Qual-
ity Management District and The Foster Art and Wilderness 
Foundation at The Foster in Palo Alto. Find details on our Fall 
Lecture Series at acterra.org/lectures.

Youth Panel on Environmental Action, left to right:  
Drutman, Barton, Bartlett, and Thompson. 

Photo by Julie N
oblitt
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Since 2011, Acterra has saved the following  
resources by using recycled papers for the  
production and printing of our projects at ChaseVP.

	 trees water energy solid waste greenhouse gases
	 102 38,324 64.38 4,172 12,764
	 fully grown gallons million BTUs pounds pounds

ENV IRONMENTAL  BENEF I TS  S TATEMENT

Calculations based on research by Environmental Defense Fund 
and other members of the Paper Task Force.

Join Acterra on Social Media

Like us on Facebook:  
facebook.com/Acterra 

Follow us on Twitter:  
@planetacterra

Check out our photos on 
Instagram: @planetacterra

Follow Acterra on  
LinkedIn  
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Acterra works to address climate change. Your gift will help us create local solutions for a healthy planet.  
Donate now at acterra.org/donate-now/

Party for the Planet
Acterra’s Party for the Planet benefit 
was held on Saturday, April 6 at the 
San Mateo County History Museum in 
Redwood City. Guests enjoyed private 
museum exhibit access, an induction 
cooktop demonstration, sustainable 
cuisine, EV photobooth, auction, 
compelling testimonials, and a lively 
dance floor. Thank you to all our 
supporters and attendees for helping 
to raise much-needed funds to support 
Acterra's programs over the next year!

Party for the Planet 2019 Attendees.

Save the Date!  
On March 28, 2020, Acterra will 

celebrate its 50th Anniversary at the 
Tech Interactive Museum in San Jose. 
Details to come. Mark your calendars!


