
Acterra expands programming in 2018

Climate-Resilient Communities: 
Equity and Action for  

a Healthy Future
In 2016, Acterra established the Green@Home to Grid Ready program in order 
to serve the particular needs of low-income communities for energy equity. 
Partnering with GRID Alternatives, El Concilio, Rebuilding Together, Habitat for 
Humanity, and others, Acterra has reached hundreds of low-income residents in 
East Palo Alto and Belle Haven (Menlo Park) with educational workshops, home 
energy audits, and outreach programming, making it possible for residents to 
take advantage of programs that allow them to get free solar panels for their 
homes and reduce their home energy costs 60-90% and sometimes more.

In 2018, Acterra is proud to announce the expansion of this program. Climate 
Resilient Communities: Equity and Action for a Healthy Future continues the work 
of Green@Home to Grid Ready while also expanding to include outreach and 
education on both the benefits of driving electric vehicles and on the coming 
impacts of sea level rise on Bayside communities. 

Thanks to a grant from the Bay 
Area Air Quality Management 
District, we conducted focus 
groups in low-income areas on 
attitudes toward transportation 
and EVs. At the same time, 
GoEV Program Manager Ariane 
Erickson reached hundreds with 
her workshops and webinar on 
the many economic and health 
advantages of driving electric 
vehicles.

In addition to high home energy 
and transportation costs, those 
in low-income communities are disproportionately facing the looming threat 
of sea-level rise. Thanks to partnerships with Resilient by Design and James 
Corner Field Operations, Acterra has expanded its programming to conduct 
outreach and education about the growing impacts of sea-level rise on Bay 
Area communities. 

Bringing people together to create local solutions for a healthy planet
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Acterra to Host 

Sustainable Food and 
Climate Conference     

A recent study by the UC Berkeley 
Renewable and Appropriate Energy 
Laboratory estimates that nearly 20 
percent of the average San Francisco 
Bay Area resident’s carbon footprint 
comes from food. In response, Acterra, 
in partnership with the Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District and 
LinkedIn, is planning an educational 
conference on September 11 to promote 
sustainable and climate-friendly food 
service in the Bay Area. An estimated 
200 food service professionals will learn 
about the profitability and importance 
of realigning business practices towards 
sustainable sourcing, serving climate-
friendly food and reducing food waste. 
Participants will leave informed and 
empowered to make changes using the 
tools, resources and contacts provided. 

Acterra is honored that our conference 
has been selected as an affiliate 
event to the Global Climate Action 
Summit taking place that week in San 
Francisco. Leaders from around the 
world will be convening to celebrate 
climate action achievements and make 
further commitments to reach net zero 
emissions by midcentury. We hope to 
inspire similar local climate action efforts 
in the food service industry globally.

continued on page 2

Community members attend an outreach event 
hosted by Resilient by Design and Acterra. Photo 
©Kingmond Young
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Acterra’s Newest Team Members
Staff

Bethany Taylor is Acterra’s new Development Coordinator. Bethany 
is a graduate of the University of Washington with a degree in Environ-
mental Studies. Before joining Acterra, Bethany worked in the energy 
sector, helping to carry out energy efficiency incentive programs. She 
has also interned with several environmental organizations with roles in 
outreach and education.

Board
Philip Brosterhous, MD, is the retired chief medical officer (CMO) 
of the Palo Alto Medical Foundation. A Southern California native, he 
came to the Bay Area as a Stanford undergraduate and later attended 
UC Davis for his medical training. Joining a group of 40 physicians as 
a primary care physician in 1979, he retired in 2015 as the CMO of 
a 1,200 physician multispecialty group. Over his lifetime, Dr. Broster-
hous has witnessed dramatic changes in California—the quadrupling 

of the state’s population to 40 million with the attendant stresses on the environment. He 
believes the health of the environment is essential to the health of us all. 

Anne Sanquini, PhD, is a geologist and multidisciplinary disaster 
scientist. Her research interests include methods to accelerate the  
mitigation of natural hazard risk and to improve community resilience. 
Dr. Sanquini serves on the board of GeoHazards International, a  
nonprofit working to reduce death and suffering from natural disasters 
in developing countries. She grew up in rural Minnesota, earned a  
BA in Journalism from the University of Minnesota and worked for the 

3M Company. She came to Silicon Valley in the late 1970s where she held VP and  
marketing positions with several companies. She retired from tech and returned to 
school, earning an MS in Geology from San Jose State and a PhD in Geological &  
Environmental Sciences from Stanford. 

Addressing a problem as complex as 
climate change takes all of us working 
together. Acterra is proud of its ability 
to build alliances between community 
residents, local government programs, and 
community-based organizations to create 
community resilience against the coming 
climate impacts. We couldn’t do it without 
the courageous, compassionate, generous, 
and far-sighted members of the Acterra 
community. Thank you for all that you do 
now and will do in the years to come to 
help us achieve our goals!

Climate-Resilient Communities  
continued from page 1

Resilient by Design's "Spongemobile” offers 
a cotton candy “sponge” to raise awareness 
about community resilience to sea level rise.
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Spring Green Team Network Forum
When you bring together 55 representatives from 28 Bay Area companies and 
organizations to share their successes and challenges building environmentally 
responsible programs, you find yourself in a room chock-full of inspiration. 
“One thing that stands out to me,” one attendee noted, “is how fast good ideas 
are traveling.”

“Changing Mindsets: Investing in Our Future” was the theme of Acterra’s Spring 
Silicon Valley Green Team Network Forum, which featured speakers Peggy 
Brannigan, Global Program Manager, Sustainability at LinkedIn, and R. Paul 
Herman, CEO and Founder, HIP Investor Ratings + Portfolios.

Held at Flex’s corporate 
campus in San Jose on 
April 4, this informative 
and inspiring day kicked 
off with introductions 
where individuals could 
state their expertise, seek 
guidance on a particular 
topic, or mention what 
they’d like to see at a 
future forum. 

“5 for 5” presentations 
followed, which gave 5 
speakers, ranging from 
high school students 
to corporate sustainability champions, 5 minutes each to share how they’ve 
brought impactful change to their campuses and offices. Julie Cornfield 
described an incentivization program she used to influence her Palo Alto High 
School classmates to pitch in and clean up litter on campus, while Christine 
Liu from Cisco shared how she reduced the use of disposable cups at her 
workplace by making conservation fun.

After a networking lunch, Peggy Brannigan spoke about how sustainability is 
part of their fiber at LinkedIn. “We’re committed every year to having forward 
progress,” she told attendees, as she described how implementing energy-
saving competitions between teams dropped energy use by 23 percent. 

“How many people want to do good AND make money?” Paul Herman asked 
as hands shot up around the room. He showed attendees how companies 
focused on attributes that place them on “100 best lists”—workplace 
satisfaction, diversity initiatives, and sustainability—often outpace the market 
and demonstrated how to use tools to view what exactly we’re investing in when 
we add to retirement funds.  

The energetic crowd moved into Q&A sessions and roundtables, eager to 
discuss what they had heard over the course of the day. “This was a terrific 
event!” an attendee exclaimed. “Acterra is providing an increasingly valuable 
service to green teams at Bay Area companies and organizations.”

Paul Herman, CEO and Founder at HIP Investor Ratings + 
Portfolios, engages the audience during his presentation at 
the Spring Green Team Network Forum.

Congratulations to the 
following companies and 
organizations! 

Acterra Award for 
Sustainability

Gaumenkitzel Restaurant

Oracle Americas, Inc.

Environmental Innovation

OhmConnect

Ripple Foods

Environmental Project

U.S. Coast Guard and Marcy 
Wong Donn Logan Architects — 
TRACEN, Petaluma

Spare the Air Leadership 
Award
Sponsored by the Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District

Kaiser Permanente – Onsite 
Distributed Generation Program

Sustainable Built Environment

Exploratorium

LinkedIn / STUDIOS Architecture / 
Integral Group / DPR Construction 
– LinkedIn, 880 W. Maude, 
Sunnyvale

Learn more about these award 
recipients and watch inspiring 
videos about their programs at 
acterra.org/bea.
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Acterra partners with OpenIDEO, DNV-GL,  
and the City of Sunnyvale to launch  

Innovate Climate Action in Sunnyvale challenge

The challenge: How does a city work with its residents to 
build a more sustainable, healthy, and livable community?

The solution: Launch the Innovate Climate Action in  
Sunnyvale challenge.  

A partnership between Acterra, OpenIDEO, DNV-GL,  
and the City of Sunnyvale, the Innovate Climate Action  
in Sunnyvale challenge aims to update Sunnyvale’s  
Climate Action Plan (CAP 2.0) and ultimately reduce  
citywide greenhouse gas emissions by 80 percent.

Acterra, already well versed in community outreach 
through its Sunnyvale Green@Home program, gathered 
a diverse chorus of voices for an in-person brainstorming 
session to reimagine what the future of energy, mobility,  
consumption, and data/technology could look like in 
Sunnyvale. Over the course of five months, Acterra 
reached out to neighborhood associations, school districts, 
local businesses, religious organizations, and passionate 
community leaders to invite them to a day of inspiration 
and idea-sharing at the Sunnyvale Community Center. By 
the time of the March event, Acterra had filled the room 
with more than 150 impassioned thinkers.

The day kicked off with a welcome message from  
Sunnyvale Mayor Glenn Hendricks, followed by several 
talks ranging from energy efficiency in the home to  
engaging youth to implement change given by high school 
student Bella Rosado, who gave a command performance 
of the same talk at Acterra’s 2018 Party for the Planet. 

The inspired crowd then broke out into roundtables, four 
or five for each topic—energy, mobility, consumption, 
and data/technology. Each participant discussed how the 

particular issue affected them, which allowed everyone to 
put themselves in each other’s shoes for a deeper sense of 
collaboration. The best ideas were gathered and put into 
the OpenIDEO platform for further examination, and  
community members went back to their own organizations 
to discuss what they’d learned and facilitate idea- 
generating workshops of their own.

By May 31, more than 100 ideas were refined and  
submitted to the OpenIDEO platform. After a six-week-
long evaluation process, a set of promising Climate Action 
Strategies will be built into the CAP 2.0, which will be 
made available for public comment in fall 2018. 

OpenIDEO's Scott Shigeoka inspired the crowd at the "Innovate  
Climate Action in Sunnyvale" workshop. Photo © Thy Sok Photography

Spring 2018 Public Lectures
Kristy Kroeker, PhD, of UC Santa Cruz 
gave an excellent seminar on April 11 on 
ocean acidification and its effects on the 
creatures and plants on which healthy 
ecosystems depend. She described pos-
sible solutions now under investigation, 
including her own marine research. 

On March 21, Gil Friend, Palo Alto’s 
chief sustainability officer, gave a talk  
on “What One Small City Can Do” to 
address climate change, citing Palo Alto’s 
actions and progress towards reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
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EVs are for everyone! Acterra’s “EV house parties”  
reach out to East Palo Alto communities

Empowering communities to take action against climate 
change at Resilient by Design event in East Palo Alto

Acterra is working in partnership with 
local community leaders in East Palo 
Alto to raise awareness of the many 
economic and health benefits of driving 
an electric vehicle. 

House parties and community outreach 
events encourage community members 
to invite their networks to experience 
personalized EV workshops led by  
Acterra staff and volunteers and to 
view and test-drive an array of electric 
vehicles.

The casual settings for the parties,  
with food and conversation, offer a 
relaxed environment to learn about the 
economic incentives, like tax credits, 

In the sobering reality of climate 
change along the South Bay Baylands, 
it’s not a question of if your home will 
flood, but when. As designated flood 
zones continue to expand, more East 
Palo Alto homeowners face mandatory 
flood insurance premiums costing  
thousands of dollars a year—a  
daunting expense for those who hold 
multiple jobs just to get by.

Over the past year, 10 teams have 
been working on the Resilient by  
Design Bay Area Challenge, a  
program funded by a generous grant 
from the Rockefeller Foundation to  
create what they describe as a “blue-
print for resilience that harnesses  
Bay Area innovation and serves as  
a model for communities around  
the world.”

Acterra has partnered with Field  
Operations Team, a design firm  
working on a Resilient by Design  
plan for the coastline of Sunnyvale, 
Mountain View, Palo Alto, and  

rebates, and reduced tolls for new and 
used EVs, and environmental benefits of 
EV vehicles. 

Opal Harper, who gave an engaging 
talk at Acterra’s Party for the Planet in 
April, hosted her EV “house party” at the 
Faith Missionary Baptist Church, where 
she is a charter member, to accommo-
date the large party turnout. 

90% of respondents believed that 
the presentation increased their 
willingness to consider an EV. 

See Acterra's online webinar and down-
loadable slides about the benefits of 
driving EVs at acterra.org/goev/

particularly East Palo Alto, the only res-
idential community in these  
vulnerable areas.

On March 14, Acterra hosted a public 
meeting for more than 100 East Palo 
Alto community members at the near-
by Cooley Landing Education Center. 
After a short presentation on sea-lev-
el rise and community vulnerability, 
attendees engaged with hands-on in-
teractive stations where they could ask 
questions, provide data about issues 
they care about such as traffic, hous-
ing, and jobs, share thoughts about 
public spaces, and more.

“As a planner or policy maker, it’s  
useful to see what the community 
needs,” said Violet Saena, Resilient 
Communities Program Manager at 
Acterra. “I want to make sure the  
community is at the table.” 

The design team also shared details 
in advance of presenting their plan at 
the Resilient Bay Summit on May 17, 

Kids enjoy a demonstration at an Acterra 
outreach event at Cooley Landing in East  
Palo Alto.

An Acterra EV Ambassador shows off his car 
at a community event in East Palo Alto.

describing their use of nature as an 
adaptation measure to help protect  
the coastline.

“We’ve started the conversation about 
resiliency,” Saena continued. “Let’s not 
stop. The more people understand, 
the more they’ll see the importance of 
adapting to sea level rise and climate 
extremes.”



2018 Party for the Planet  
Acterra’s Party for the Planet on April 19 was a big success with 240 fantastic 
guests at the Oshman Family Jewish Community Center in Palo Alto. Thank you 
to all our supporters and attendees. You made the evening fun, informative, and 
community-oriented.   

We had wildlife from CuriOdyssey,  
Supervisor Joe Simitian reprising his 
role as star auctioneer, 15 elected  
officials from around the Bay Area, and 
our honoree Supervisor Dave Pine from 
San Mateo County. We heard compel-
ling testimonials from two partners that 
have worked with Acterra and received 
the benefits of our programs. And 
last, but certainly not least, we raised 
much-needed funds to support Acterra's 
programs over the next year.

Affordable and sustainable digital printing on Royal Sundance Digital White, 100% recycled 
with 100% post-consumer fiber.  FSC Certified, Green Seal Certified, PCF Certified

Since 2011, Acterra has saved the following  
resources by using recycled papers for the  
production and printing of our projects at ChaseVP.

	 trees water energy solid waste greenhouse gases
	 94.8 37,832 61.6 4,150 10,056
	 fully grown gallons million BTUs pounds pounds

ENV IRONMENTAL  BENEF I TS  S TATEMENT

Calculations based on research by Environmental Defense Fund 
and other members of the Paper Task Force.

Join Acterra on Social Media

Like us on Facebook:  
facebook.com/Acterra 

Follow us on Twitter:  
@planetacterra

Check out our photos on 
Instagram: @planetacterra

Follow Acterra on  
LinkedIn  

Guests get a close-up view of a peregrine  
falcon while learning about California  
wildlife from a CuriOdyssey expert. Photo 
credit Heather Smith
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