
Acterra’s expanding role 

Engaging local residents  
in climate solutions

Acterra has recently 
taken on new projects 
to engage Silicon Valley 
residents in climate 
protection initiatives. 
Local government 
leaders are increasingly 
tapping into Acterra’s 
ability to mobilize local 
participation.

• Earlier this year, Silicon 
Valley Clean Energy 
(SVCE) turned to Acterra to tell 
businesses and residents in 11 
cities throughout Santa Clara 
County about the benefits of 
their new Community Choice Energy program. Acterra sent 259 community 
groups information about how SVCE is purchasing 100% carbon-free electricity 
and distributing it through PG&E's transmission lines. Acterra organized 11 
speaking engagements at local companies. Our staff also canvassed the 
downtown business districts of seven cities, talking with merchants about 
SVCE. When hearing about the option to leave SVCE, shopkeepers typically 
responded, “Why would anyone opt out?”  

For more information, visit svcleanenergy.org.

• With a grant from Silicon Valley Energy Watch, the City of Sunnyvale has now 
contracted with Acterra to offer our free Green@Home program. Partnering 
with local software firm Home Energy Analytics, Green@Home will analyze a 
house’s or apartment’s SmartMeter data to diagnose where the home wastes 
energy. Residents will get personalized recommendations and regular email 
reports of their energy-saving progress. All Sunnyvale residents (homeowners 
and renters) who have lived in the same place for the past 12 months are 
eligible, except for those who have solar. 

To sign up, go to acterra.org/greenhome-sunnyvale.
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Impossible Foods received a 2017 Business 
Environmental Award in the Innovation  
category for the plant-based Impossible 
Burger. Photo by Lisa DeNeffe Photography.

Business Environmental 
Awards Program dishes 
up food for thought     
You may have noticed over the years 
that many local organizations in the 
food industry have received Business 
Environmental Awards (BEA) from 
Acterra. This year, for example, we 
recognized Impossible Foods for its 
innovative plant-based Impossible 
Burger and organic produce distributor 
Veritable Vegetable for its green fleet 
of hybrid trucks. In 2016, Bon Appétit 
Management Co. received an award, 
and in prior years, BEA awardees have 
included Annie’s, Inc., Alter Eco, Numi 
Organic Tea, Clif Bar and Co., Stanford 
Dining, and CoolEatz Restaurants and 
Catering.

Now Acterra plans to bring these BEA 
experts together, with others in the 
business of preparing and serving food, 
at a conference in 2018 to discuss 
reducing food waste and adopting a low-
carbon diet in order to meet greenhouse 
gas reduction goals. We’ll learn from 
and collaborate with our past BEA award 
winners to ensure success! Stay tuned for 
details on this exciting event.
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Acterra’s Newest Team Members
Staff

Amy Conaboy is Acterra’s new Development Coordinator. For the past 
three years, Amy was a development associate with Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of the Bay Area. New to the West Coast, she previously served as marketing 
manager for Big Brothers Big Sisters in her hometown of New York.   

Danielle Flanagan is Acterra’s new Business Partnerships for Sustainability 
associate. Danielle graduated from the University of Washington with a degree 
in Environmental Studies. Passionate about the environment, she has interned 
for The Nature Conservancy, Sierra Club, U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Washington Sea Grant, and Alliance for Climate Education.

Board
Peter Cross is a retired engineer/physicist with a post-career passion for 
sustainability. He was involved in many Silicon Valley start-ups and ultimately 
retired from Bay Networks/SynOptics as senior VP of engineering. He is a 
trustee for the San Jose Museum of Art, and an advisory board member for 
the Resnick Sustainability Institute at Caltech. 

Barbara Erny, MD, joined Acterra’s board in June. Dr. Erny has  
been practicing ophthalmology for over 25 years at Palo Alto Medical  
Foundation. She serves on the Physicians for Social Responsibility National 
Toxics Committee. She has participated with several environmental groups, 
starting with Bay Area Action in 1995.

Acterra’s Fall Lecture Series  
Acterra is pleased to announce our lineup of speakers for our Fall Lecture Series.  
We hope to see you there. 

Thursday, September 28, 7:30 p.m.
The Foster Art & Wilderness Foundation, Palo Alto
Steve Westly, The Westly Group
How the Clean Energy Economy is Helping to Address  
Climate Change
Steve Westly served as the Controller and chief fiscal officer of the 

State of California in the early 2000's. Now founder and managing partner of The 
Westly Group, a sustainability venture firm, he will share his perspective on the latest 
developments in the clean energy economy.  

Friday, October 20, 7:30 p.m.
Palo Alto Art Center Auditorium
Kat Taylor, Beneficial State Bank
How the Banking Industry Can Support Sustainability and  
Social Justice Goals  
Kat Taylor is co-founder and co-CEO of Beneficial State Bank and 

develops its social and environmental objectives. Come hear her perspective on how 
the banking industry can support sustainability and social justice goals.  

Acterra thanks the Bay Area Air Quality Management District for its generous  
sponsorship of our fall public lecture series.
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Business Environmental Awards: A Call for Applications 

GoEV Program Hits the Road
On August 20, Acterra held an electric vehicle workshop and ride 
& drive at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in East Palo Alto. We 
believe it was one of the first EV events in the Bay Area aimed at a 
largely Spanish-speaking audience, and was the first EV event to 
be presented to this community. The event drew approximately 50 
attendees who were curious to view the vehicles and learn about 
financing options. Acterra EV Ambassadors provided the cars—
along with two local dealers—answered questions and offered test 
rides/drives. Afterwards, community leaders told us that they were 
impressed with the event and were excited to support future EV 
promotion in this community. This was a great first opportunity to 
introduce EV’s to low-to-moderate income earners and hear their 
questions and concerns about this new mode of transportation.  
We hope to use this experience to further refine our approach to 
low-income people in underserved communities.

Siegel & Strain Architects and Bishop O'Dowd High School received a 
2017 Business Environmental Award for the Center for Environmental 
Studies in Oakland. Photo by Lisa DeNeffe Photography.

Acterra’s Business Environmental Awards continue to 
inspire and celebrate! Applications for the 2018 cycle will 
be available online at acterra.org/bea on September 25. 
The early-bird registration deadline is November 3 for a 
reduced application fee, and the final deadline to submit 
applications is December 8, 2017. Sustainable businesses, 
nonprofit organizations, and government agencies are 
welcome to apply.

To give us a lead on an organization we should contact or 
for more information, write to awards@acterra.org. 

Help us spread the word! 

Above: East Palo Alto residents sign up to test drive electric 
vehicles—an important first step for potential adopters.

Left: Acterra EV Ambassador Jim Barbera answers questions 
about his EV with attendees.
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Green@Home to Grid Ready  
makes powerful connections  

Acterra’s Green@Home to Grid Ready program continues to change lives in our 
community. 

Sokopeti Vimahi, a lifelong resident of 
East Palo Alto, is a wonderful example 
of what this program makes possible. 
When Acterra first contacted her in July 
2016, her monthly PG&E electric bill 
was $594 and her gas bill was $274. 
A kindhearted homeowner, Vimahi 
was struggling to make ends meet. She 
routinely took in homeless families and 
relatives, providing shelter until they 
could live on their own. For this reason, 
the number of people in her home  
contributed significantly to high energy 
usage, making her vulnerable to large 
PG&E bills and cut-off notifications. 

Our Green@Home energy analysis found her home to be very inefficient, with 
leaks through broken windows, doors, appliances, and unsafe open outlets.  
Acterra project manager Violet Saena helped Vimahi apply for help to repair her 
home and bring down her energy bills. Together, they applied for PG&E’s CARE 
program to reduce her energy costs. Saena helped Vimahi apply to Grid  
Alternatives, Acterra’s program partner, to sign up for its free solar installation 
program. Lastly, they sought help from Habitat for Humanity and Rebuilding  
Together, as Vimahi’s roof needed to be replaced before solar panels could be  
installed. In February 2017, she received nine new windows, a new sliding  
door for her kitchen, a new energy-efficient refrigerator, and new paint, all free  
of charge.

“All these have helped. My total PG&E bill is down to $200 a month. I am always 
thankful for Acterra’s program,” she said.

Vimahi is now a candidate for a free solar installation by Grid Alternatives and 
will move forward with the process once Habitat for Humanity can replace her 
roof. She continues to support Acterra’s program by sharing her story in the  
community in order to get more families to join. She is hopeful and confident that 
with Acterra's assistance she will one day have solar on her roof.

This is just one of the many stories that Acterra’s Green@Home to Grid Ready 
program has made possible. With a focus on a cleaner environment and social 
justice, we are proud and grateful to make a difference in residents’ lives in East 
Palo Alto and Belle Haven in Menlo Park.

Affordable and sustainable digital printing on Royal Sundance Digital White, 100% recycled 
with 100% post-consumer fiber.  FSC Certified, Green Seal Certified, PCF Certified

Since 2011, Acterra has saved the following  
resources by using recycled papers for the  
production and printing of our projects at ChaseVP.

	 trees water energy solid waste greenhouse gases
	 90 37,086 60 3,961 8,294
	 fully grown gallons million BTUs pounds pounds

ENV IRONMENTAL  BENEF I TS  S TATEMENT

Calculations based on research by Environmental Defense Fund 
and other members of the Paper Task Force.

Join Acterra on Social Media

Like us on Facebook:  
facebook.com/Acterra

Upcoming Events
Visit acterra.org for information  
on these upcoming events in your  
community. 

Public Lecture
September 28, 7:30 p.m. 
Steve Westly, The Westly Group
The Foster Art & Wilderness Foundation, 

Palo Alto 

Fall Silicon Valley Green Team 
Network Forum
October 18, 12 p.m. 
Symantec, Mountain View

Public Lecture
October 20, 7:30 p.m. 
Kat Taylor, Beneficial State Bank
Palo Alto Art Center Auditorium

East Palo Alto resident Sokopeti Vimahi  
dramatically reduced her energy bills with 
help from Acterra's Green@Home to Grid 
Ready program.

Thursday,	April	19,	2018
Oshman Family Jewish Community  

Center, Palo Alto

20
18

SAVE  THE  DATE


