
Community Choice Energy Offers 
Promise of More Renewables

Under a state law that allows 
local governments to pool the 
electricity demands of their 
communities, all 20 cities in 
San Mateo County and 12 
cities in Santa Clara County 
voted this winter to create new 
Community Choice Energy 
(CCE) programs. The aim  
of Community Choice is to 
offer more renewable energy 
than PG&E provides—at a 
lower cost. 

For Acterra members to learn more about the promise of CCEs and how to 
ensure they meet the goal of increasing renewable energy, Acterra offered a 
public workshop on March 31. Speakers included Steve Attinger, Sustainability 
Manager for the City of Mountain View, and Kirsten Pringle from the San Mateo 
County Office of Sustainability.

As these new CCEs are being set up over the next few months, citizens may  
be able to influence what percent of renewables they will offer and what the 
rates will be. For more information about how you can get involved, go to 
Acterra’s Energy & Climate webpages and look for the report on the March 31 
CCE workshop.

Acterra Launches Network for 
Silicon Valley Green Teams

On March 15, Acterra convened the first Silicon Valley Green Team Forum—an 
educational and networking event for employee-based green teams. The first 
Green Team Forum was held at LinkedIn in Sunnyvale and drew representatives 
from over 40 local companies, including Facebook, Apple, Intuit, and Yahoo. 
Forum participants shared common challenges and best practices specific to 
their unique role within companies’ sustainability programs. 

It's time to support the efforts of these passionate volunteers as they solve 
challenges, leverage their successes and bring a higher level of environmental 
awareness to their companies.

Bringing people together to create local solutions for a healthy planet
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California’s first CCE, Marin Clean Energy, is a 2015 
Acterra Business Environmental Awardee.  
Photo ©Marin Clean Energy

Debbie Mytels shares energy-saving tips 
with employees of Cornerstone Research in 
Menlo Park.

Seeing Energy in a 
New Light  
Energy Upgrade California (EUCA) is a 
multi-pronged public education program 
helping California “stay golden” and 
reduce energy consumption. From the 
YouTube antics of Bear, Energy Upgrade’s 
biggest fan, to Twitter posts, to in-depth 
information on its website,  
www.energyupgradeca.org, EUCA is 
a one-stop information source about 
appliance rebates, home upgrade 
contractors, and dozens of “how to” tips 
for both energy and water savings.

Now in our second year as one of 
25 Energy Upgrade Ambassador 
organizations statewide, Acterra staff 
and volunteers are talking with people 
at home shows, community fairs, and 
Earth Day events. We have also been 
making lunchtime presentations at 
local corporations such as Cornerstone 
Research, Symantec, Adobe, DuPont  
and Intuit. 

If you would like a presentation at 
your company that includes hands-on 
demonstrations of the latest in lighting 
technology along with a chance for 
someone to win a cutting edge energy-
saving device, contact Acterra’s Patti 
Sexton at patti.sexton@acterra.org.
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Acterra Welcomes New Board Members
Lindsey Kalkbrenner is the director of Santa Clara University's  
Center for Sustainability. She was hired as SCU's first sustainability 
coordinator in 2006. She fosters collaboration among campus  
stakeholders, develops a culture of sustainability among the  
university community, and has built the Center for Sustainability  
around an internship program designed to provide students with  
opportunities to develop experience as change agents for sustainability. 

Lindsey holds a Bachelor of Science in biology and a Master of Business Administration, 
both from Santa Clara University. She was born and raised in Hawaii.

Jonathan Taylor is a second year MBA student at Stanford  
Graduate School of Business. He previously worked in renewable 
energy in San Francisco at both Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
and Foresight Renewables. At PG&E, he worked to allow for more 
efficient use of renewable energy in the California energy market. 
Jonathan also developed utility scale solar projects across the  
U.S. Southwest. 

Following business school Jonathan will become an associate at McKinsey &  
Company. Prior to joining the board he volunteered as part of Acterra's Green@Home 
program. Jonathan received a Bachelors of Arts from Yale University in political science.

Acterra's 2016 Public Lecture Series 
To register, visit acterra.org/lectures or call (650) 962-9876 x346
Free for Acterra members, use promo code “member.” $10 for general public.

astronaut steve smith
Associate Director for ISS, Science Directorate, at NASA 
Ames Research Center
Earth Beautiful: Reflections from Space
Thursday, April 14, 7:30 p.m.
Facebook, 1 Hacker Way, Building 15, Menlo Park 

paul and anne ehrlich 
The Annihilation of Nature: A Clarion Call for  
Engagement and Action
Wednesday, May 18, 6:00 p.m. (5:30 p.m. book  
signing and reception)
Mitchell Park Community Center, Palo Alto West Room
3700 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto
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49ers Stadium and City of Hayward 
Among 2016 Business Environmental 

Award Recipients
Every year, Acterra celebrates the successes of Bay Area businesses and  
organizations that stand out from the pack with their exceptional commitment, 
innovation and leadership in environmental sustainability. 2016 is no exception, 
and we are thrilled to be honoring the awardees of our Business Environmental 
Awards program on May 26. These local heroes are making a significant  
difference every day to minimize and prevent negative environmental impacts, 
often providing environmental benefits, while delivering the goods and services  
society demands.

There are four categories of awards this year: Environmental Project,  
Environmental Innovation, Sustainable Built Environment, and the highest 
honor—the Acterra Award for Sustainability.  You can learn more about these 
categories and the recipients of awards at acterra.org/bea. Here are a  
few highlights!

Fueled by biogas from the sewage it treats, 
the City of Hayward’s cogeneration facility 
produces heat and electricity for wastewater 
treatment, and power for other city facilities.

30,000 square foot native plant, cooling 
roof shares the area with some 385 kWh 
potential solar panels on the West Tower, 
Levi's Stadium, Santa Clara.

Want to know more? Come to the 2016 Business Environmental Awards  
ceremony and reception on May 26 at Intuit in Mountain View. Advance  
registration is required. For more information, please contact Acterra’s  
Director of Business Partnerships, Nicole Angiel, at nicole.angiel@acterra.org  
or (650) 962-9876 x380.

Thank you to our key program sponsors!

Acterra Receives 
Gold Level 
GuideStar Award 
Acterra has been promoted to 
Gold Level status on GuideStar, a 
website that provides comprehensive 
information about nonprofits 
throughout the nation. This 
Gold Level is a testament to our 
commitment to transparency as 
a nonprofit. We're proud of this 
recognition!

For more information about the program and a full list of sponsors,  
please visit acterra.org/bea.

Event Host Champion Hero

Thursday, April 21, 2016, 6 p.m.
Oshman Family Jewish Community 
Center, Palo Alto

Tickets are $200. Visit acterra.org/party  
or call (650) 962-9876 x 346

Honoring Peter Drekmeier
for his lifelong commitment to the 
environment, Acterra, and our  
community.

Vegetarian farm to table dinner
Joe Simitian as auctioneer
Groovy tunes by People Power band
Unique adventures, getaways, and more 
in the live auction
New! Raffle with fun, eco-lifestyle prizes

20
16

Acterra invites you to 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Presenting sPonsor
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Acterra's Stewardship Program 

Affordable and sustainable digital printing on Royal Sundance Digital White, 100% recycled 
with 100% post-consumer fiber.  FSC Certified, Green Seal Certified, PCF Certified

Since 2011, Acterra has saved the following  
resources by using recycled papers for the  
production and printing of our projects at ChaseVP.

	 trees water energy solid waste greenhouse gases
 78 32,645 56 3,590 7,228
	 fully grown gallons million BTUs pounds pounds

environmental Benefits statement

Calculations based on research by Environmental Defense Fund 
and other members of the Paper Task Force.

Upcoming events
Visit acterra.org for information on these upcoming events in your community. Events 
are free unless otherwise noted.

The Stewardship program involved 10,000 volunteers last year in its habitat  
restoration, citizen science, and education projects. Due to the strong growth and 
success of the Stewardship Program over the past several years, the Acterra Board 
is considering the best way to provide the program with more autonomy. 

This year we have already added several new  
projects. We now deliver in-class pollution  
prevention education to over 3,500 students in 
the Palo Alto Regional Water Quality Control Plant 
service area. We launched a new partnership with 
the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District to 
coordinate and manage volunteer habitat restoration 
workdays at the district's recently acquired Hawthorns 
site in Portola Valley and Russian Ridge in San Mateo 
County. And, for the first time, we are delivering the 
California Naturalist training program to promote 
environmental leadership.

This summer we will launch an important expansion of our water conservation  
efforts with our new Greening Urban Watersheds project. This innovative pilot 
project will involve residents in workshops to install rain barrels/cisterns and rain 
gardens on City of Palo Alto land. Participants will gain the skills to install these 
same water conservation measures in their own yards. Other cities are eager for 
us to set up similar programs for their residents. 

Join Acterra on  
Social Media

Follow us on Twitter:  
@planetacterra

Check out our photos on 
Instagram: @planetacterra

Follow Acterra on  
LinkedIn  

Like us on Facebook:  
facebook.com/Acterra

Public Lecture Series
$10, free for Acterra members  
acterra.org/lectures

april 14, 7:30pm lecture 
Astronaut Steve Smith
Facebook, Menlo Park

May 18, 5:30pm book signing;  
  6pm lecture
Anne and Paul Ehrlich
Mitchell Park Community Center, Palo Alto

Party for the Planet
april 21, 6pm
Honoring Peter Drekmeier
Oshman Family Jewish Community Center,  
  Palo Alto
Tickets are $200; acterra.org/party

Energy Upgrade California  
Presentation 
april 30 – Cupertino Earth Day

Business Environmental Awards  
Reception 
May 26, 5:30pm 
Intuit, Mountain View
acterra.org/bea 

Native Plant Sale 
acterra stewardship Native plant 

Nursery plant sale 
saturday april 30, 10am to 3pm  

Hidden Villa Ranch, 26870 Moody Road, 
Los Altos Hills, 2 miles west of I-280. 

Come early for the best selection. Cash, 
check, or credit cards are accepted. 
Bring boxes to carry purchases home. 
Free parking. No pets.


