
Introducing Acterra’s Green@Home 
to Grid Ready Program 

Acterra is helping reduce 
the greenhouse gases that 
contribute to climate change, 
while making an economic 
difference in the lives of East 
Palo Alto families.  Acterra’s 
Green@Home to Grid Ready 
program is now underway 
as part of a new partnership 
with Grid Alternatives, the 
national nonprofit that trains 
low-income people to install 
solar and provides free 
solar installations to eligible 
homeowners in the neighborhoods of East Palo Alto and Belle Haven in  
Menlo Park. 

“The State of California has directed  
cap-and-trade funds to support the needs 
of low-income families,” explains Violet 
Saena, Acterra’s Green@Home to Grid Ready 
program manager. “But many people are 
suspicious when they hear about getting a 
free solar system. They don’t believe it. So we 
need to establish trust with them by speaking 
in their first language, helping them reduce 
their utility bills and letting them know about 
the services that can help their families.”

We recently helped a multi-family household 
whose electricity bill was $594 per month 
obtain a free solar energy system that will 
reduce their bill to $5 per month. Other 
residents in low-income neighborhoods have 
achieved energy savings of 60-90%.

Supported by a grant from the Palo 
Alto Community Fund, Acterra’s role is to reach out to the community, 
train volunteers to install basic energy- and water-saving devices, educate 
participating homeowners about how to reduce their energy bills, and confirm 
their eligibility for free solar installations. 
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Acterra's Violet Saena helps a homeowner install an 
insulation pad behind her light switch plate.

Green Team employees brainstorm ideas for 
their next Earth Day event.

Silicon Valley Green 
Team Network    
On October 13 in San Jose, Acterra 
brought together the new Silicon Valley 
Green Team Network—employees at 
Bay Area companies who volunteer at 
work to promote sustainability—for a 
forum with the theme of “Greening the 
Holidays.” Thirty-six attendees from 29 
organizations throughout Silicon Valley, 
including representatives from Apple, 
Intuit, DuPont Pioneer, and LinkedIn 
enjoyed learning from the success stories 
of other Green Teams and brainstorming 
innovative approaches to engage 
coworkers in sustainability goals. Silicon 
Valley Green Team Network is now a 
full-fledged Acterra program. It aims to 
support 100-plus corporate green team 
members through a LinkedIn group, an 
online resource center, and two annual 
networking events, where they share 
ideas, hear from engaging speakers, and 
learn through workshops. Many thanks 
to our lead sponsor, Symantec, our host, 
Prospect Silicon Valley, and members 
of our advisory committee for making 
this possible. To learn more about 
the Network and to participate, go to 
acterra.org/greenteamnetwork.

Violet Saena starts off a home visit by 
reviewing the homeowner’s energy 
bill to see where energy usage can 
be reduced.



Fall 2016   Volume 15, Number 12   ActerrainAction

3921 E Bayshore Road
Palo Alto, CA 94303-4326

Telephone: (650) 962-9876
Fax: (650) 962-8234
acterra.org

2016–2017 Leadership

Board of directors
Lucille Glassman, President
Susan Dunn, Vice President 
Steve Monosson, Treasurer
Lindsey Kalkbrenner, Secretary
Ranae DeSantis
Kelly Drewitt
Edith Eddy
Nancy Grove
Jerry Hearn
Sudhanshu Jain
Bruce Klafter
Mark Ostrau
Dan Quinn
Kristin Sterling
Jonathan Taylor
Japjit Tulsi

staff
Adam Stern, Executive Director
Nicole Angiel, Business Partnerships 

for Sustainability Director
Sarah Antonelli, Business Partnerships 

for Sustainability Program Associate
Judi Eichler, Creative Director
Katie Marcus Reker, Marketing and 

Development Coordinator
Pat Martin, Information Services and 

Technical Support Specialist
Debbie Mytels, Energy and Climate 

Program Director
Megan O’Mahony, Development 

Director
Vida Rohani, Business Manager
Violet Saena, Green@Home to  

Grid Ready Project Manager
Patti Sexton, Energy Advisor and 

Outreach Coordinator for Energy 
Upgrade CA

ActerrainAction is published twice 
each year. Contents ©2016 Acterra.  
Unauthorized reproduction is  
prohibited. For reprint permission, 
please contact us (we’re nice).

editor  Megan O’Mahony
Contributing Writers   

Debbie Mytels, Ariane Erickson,  
and Nicole Angiel

Copy editor  Gloria Geller
design  Judi Eichler
printing  ChaseVP

Acterra’s Newest Team Members
Acterra welcomes our newest board member, Kristin sterling. Kristin 
is a manager in the Climate Change and Sustainability Services  
practice at Ernst & Young, LLP in San Jose, and a certified public  
accountant. She holds a B.S. in Accounting and Environmental Studies 
from Santa Clara University. Kristin has worked with numerous Fortune 
500 companies and has served on engagements relating to  
environmental, social, and governance reporting, supply chain audits 

for human rights, strategic gap analyses, environmental liability assessments, and  
assessing carbon footprints for clients in various industry sectors.

sarah antonelli, Business Partnerships for Sustainability Program 
Associate, comes to Acterra with a diverse background in economics, 
politics, strategic communications, and quantitative analysis, which 
allows her to bring a unique, interdisciplinary perspective to Acterra’s 
Business Environmental Awards program.

Prior to joining the Acterra team, Sarah worked with a variety of  
nonprofit organizations, public agencies, and startups on sustainable solutions to  
environmental problems. Sarah has a B.S. in Environmental Geoscience from Boston 
College and a master's degree in Environmental Science and Management from the 
Bren School at the University of California, Santa Barbara.

Katie Marcus reker, Marketing and Development Coordinator, has 
been active in the social benefit sector since age 12, when she joined 
a youth philanthropy program, and she has served in a variety of 
staff, volunteer, and board service roles since then. Before she joined 
Acterra, Katie served as program staff for Youth Philanthropy Connect, 
a foundation initiative promoting youth engagement in philanthropy 
and community through educational programming, resource sharing, 

and grant making. She serves on the board of directors of the Frieda C. Fox Foundation 
and Change the World Productions, a nonprofit multimedia group that creates videos 
that advance social causes through storytelling. Katie earned her bachelor’s degree in 
Media Studies and Theatre from Scripps College in Claremont, California. 

Fall 2016 Public Lecture Series  
Please join Acterra's lecture series to hear from renowned environmental experts 
about the issues that impact our world. To register, visit acterra.org/lectures or  
call (650) 962-9876 x346
Free for Acterra members, use promo code “member.” $10 for general public.

John Wick, Rancher
Lowering Earth’s Temperature and Stabilizing Our 
Climate: A Report from the Field
Thursday, November 10, 7:30 p.m. 
Foster Art and Wilderness Foundation, 940 Commercial Street, 
Palo Alto

series Underwriters: Mary and Clinton Gilliland

host sponsor:
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Business Partnerships for Sustainability 

Ride, Drive, and Be Green: Celebrating National Drive Electric Week 
One of the most effective ways that Acterra can support 
a greener environment is to educate the public about 
the benefits of switching the fuel sources for their home 
and cars to a renewable energy source, such as clean 
electricity. Electric vehicle adoption is key to shifting from 
fossil fuels to a renewable energy economy. EV technology 
has come a long way in recent years, and lower prices 
along with federal and state financial incentives have 
made the cars very attractive.  

On September 18, Acterra and Palo Alto-based Project 
Green Home hosted a festive gathering of electric vehicles, 
exhibitors, EV enthusiasts, and prospective owners in 
celebration of National Drive Electric Week. Attendees 
viewed popular brands in a fun, no-pressure environment; 
talked to EV experts; and discovered the delightful driving 
experience by test-driving various models. A total of 210 
demo rides were provided, and all participants went home 
with an EV grin.

Acterra members Peggy Brannigan and Steve Smith 
took full advantage by taking six test drives: “Thank you 
for organizing a very useful event! Steve and I found it 
was a really convenient way to test-drive a wide variety 
of EV cars, talk with EV owners, and learn about range 
and charging options. The event gave us much more 
confidence about leasing an EV soon.”

Through hands-on events such as these, more individuals 
can visualize an electric vehicle in their future. Thanks to 
all of our EV trailblazers who are helping make this  
future possible!

Bon Appétit Management Company receives the Acterra Award for 
Sustainability, in May 2016. 

Palo Alto Mayor Pat Burt, Assemblymember Rich Gordon, and  
Sven Thesen "cut the gasoline cord" in support of going electric.

Acterra has kicked off the 2017 cycle of the Business  
Environmental Awards. This year’s categories are: the  
Acterra Award for Sustainability, Environmental Project,  
Environmental Innovation, Sustainable Built Environment, 
and a new Spare the Air Leadership Award, sponsored by 
the Bay Area Air Quality Management District.

Please spread the word about the Business Environmental 
Awards to any sustainable businesses, nonprofits or  
government agencies you know. To apply for an award,  
go to acterra.org/bea. The deadline to apply is  
December 9, 2016. For more information or to give us a 
lead on an organization we should contact, send an email 
to awards@acterra.org.
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Acterra Encourages Early Adopters  
to Sign Up for Community  

Choice Energy  
As of October 6, 78,000 San Mateo County residents were enrolled in the new  
Peninsula Clean Energy (PCE) program, initiated by the county’s Board of  
Supervisors. PCE offers customers a choice of more renewable energy while  
maintaining prices lower than PG&E’s. PCE’s ECOplus plan provides customers  
with electricity that is at least 50 percent from renewable sources, while the 
ECO100 plan, which costs 1 cent more per kilowatt hour, is 100 percent  
renewable. To encourage people to “opt up” to the 100% renewable option, 
Acterra sent out a special message in July to all our San Mateo County individual 
and business contacts, with information about early sign-ups for ECO100. For 
more information, visit peninsulacleanenergy.com.

In April 2017, many Santa Clara County residents will have a similar opportunity 
when Silicon Valley Clean Energy (SVCE) rolls out its community choice energy 
program. Residents in Palo Alto, Santa Clara, San Jose and Milpitas will not be 
part of SVCE because their jurisdictions either have a municipal utility or are 
making other plans for a community choice energy program. With support from 
Acterra and other clean power advocates, SVCE’s board of directors recently  
decided that it will offer everyone 100 percent carbon-free electricity (half  
renewables, half hydropower), with a slightly more expensive GreenPrime option 
that is 100 percent renewable. Find more information at svcleanenergy.org.

Affordable and sustainable digital printing on Royal Sundance Digital White, 100% recycled 
with 100% post-consumer fiber.  FSC Certified, Green Seal Certified, PCF Certified

Since 2011, Acterra has saved the following  
resources by using recycled papers for the  
production and printing of our projects at ChaseVP.

	 trees water energy solid waste greenhouse gases
	 82 34,339 57 3,702 7,540
	 fully grown gallons million BTUs pounds pounds

Env ironmEntal  BEnEf i ts  s tatEmEnt

Calculations based on research by Environmental Defense Fund 
and other members of the Paper Task Force.

Upcoming events
Visit acterra.org for information on these upcoming events in your community. Events 
are free unless otherwise noted.

Join Acterra on  
Social Media

Like us on Facebook:  
facebook.com/Acterra 

Follow us on Twitter:  
@planetacterra

Check out our photos on 
Instagram: @planetacterra

Follow Acterra on  
LinkedIn  

Lecture
November 10, 7:30 p.m. 
Lowering Earth's Temperature and Stabilizing 

Our Climate: A Report from the Field
John Wick, Rancher
Foster Art and Wilderness Foundation,  

Palo Alto 

Workshop
November 15, 3 p.m. 
Sustainable Built Environment Tour  

& Workshop
Sunnyvale Community Center
Workshop and tour by Acterra’s Business 

Environmental Awards Program

Energy Upgrade California Events* 
November 11-13
Green Festival Expo
Pier 35; 1454 The Embarcadero,  

San Francisco

November 18
San Jose Farmers’ Market
San Pedro Square, San Jose

November 18-20
Abilities Expo
San Jose Convention Center

November 25-27
San Jose Harvest Festival
San Jose McEnery Convention Center

*Acterra is one of 25 nonprofit ambassadors 
implementing educational outreach for the state 
initiative, Energy Upgrade California.

Great Nonprofits  
Acterra has been honored with 
a 2016 Top-Rated Award from 
GreatNonprofits, a website that 
collects community-sourced stories 
and testimonials to identify nonprofits 
having a significant and meaningful 
impact in their communities. We are 
proud to have received such powerful 
feedback from members, donors, and 
volunteers who have witnessed our 
work up close!

Thursday,	April	20,	2017		6	pm
Oshman Family Jewish Community  
Center, Palo Alto
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