
Transformation at Hopkins 
Park in Palo Alto 

Two years ago, volunteers 
with Acterra’s Stewardship 
Program began to remove 
the carpet of invasive 
Algerian ivy growing 
along the banks of San 
Francisquito Creek. 
Supported by a grant 
from the Santa Clara 
Valley Water District, 
Acterra worked with 
854 volunteers between 
October 2013 and June 
2015 to remove the ivy 
from the 0.75-mile section 
of Hopkins Park along 
Palo Alto Avenue between Middlefield Road and Chaucer Street. Adults and 
teens also donated their time to help sheet mulch, remove other invasive plant 
species, and install native plants. These efforts enhance habitat value by helping 
to restore the bottom of the food chain—the native plants that feed insects and 
by extension support the local food web. In June, volunteers and community 
members celebrated the work by walking the creek bed to admire and learn 
about the different restoration areas along Palo Alto Avenue.

Going forward, the project will be supported 
by funding from the City of Palo Alto and 
will transition from creating new restoration 
sites to maintaining existing sites. This 
will include some additional native plant 
installations and plenty of weeding and 
mulching. Check out Acterra’s Eventbrite 
page, acterrastewardship.eventbrite.com, 
to explore upcoming workdays on San 
Francisquito Creek.
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Statewide Initiative 
to Save Energy 
In March, Acterra 
began a new 
role as one of 
20 Ambassador 
organizations 
for the statewide Energy Upgrade 
California® program. Acterra staff 
and volunteers are now introducing 
people throughout Silicon Valley to 
the full range of services, rebates, 
and vetted contractors available 
through energyupgradeca.com. We 
are also making presentations about 
Energy Upgrade to corporate lunch 
programs at companies such as 
Symantec, Adobe, and Cornerstone 
Research and training local teens 
to do community outreach about 
energy issues at Earth Day events and 
summer art festivals.

A group of volunteers pauses for a photo after an afternoon 
of installing native plants at an Acterra Ivy League workday.

Volunteers work to clear a thick vine of ivy that had 
grown to the size of a small tree. Native plants 
were installed and the disassembled ivy was used 
to make a brush pile for wildlife habitat at one of 
Acterra's restoration sites in Arastradero Preserve.

Acterra's Energy Team tabling at the  
Woodside/Portola Valley Earth Fair.
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Acterra Notables
introducing Nicole angiel, our new director of  
Business environmental awards

As program director of the Business Environmental Awards, 
Nicole oversees all aspects of the Awards program. She  
identifies and recruits applicants, judges, and sponsors;  
facilitates the selection process; plans the awards reception;  
and promotes the best practices of winning programs.

Nicole brings a 360-degree view to the program with experience working in the 
public, private, and nonprofit sectors. She was a consultant for several years with 
Booz Allen Hamilton and oversaw environmental regulatory and sustainability  
projects for the US Environmental Protection Agency and other federal and state 
agency clients. Earlier in her career, she managed local government solid and  
hazardous waste reduction programs in West Contra Costa County. There she 
worked directly with local businesses to guide them in reducing their environmental  
impact. She also developed innovative public outreach campaigns, including a 
school recycling awards program and the first regional Earth Day festival. Prior  
to joining Acterra in 2015, Nicole was the development director of a Bay Area  
nonprofit. Nicole has a BA in biology from Columbia University and an MS in 
aquatic and fishery sciences from the University of Washington.

susan dunn is a practicing corporate attorney with a lifelong interest 
in the environment. A graduate of Harvard College and Stanford Law 
School, she has spent her professional career representing high- 
technology companies in Silicon Valley. Susan has served since 2008 
as a director and corporate secretary of Woodside Vaulters, Inc., a 
nonprofit corporation that supports the sport of horse vaulting. She  
has been a member of The Nature Conservancy since 1984 and a 

supporter of the Peninsula Open Space Trust since 1993. Now that her two children are 
in college, she looks forward to having more time for personal and community activities, 
including gardening, hiking, and land restoration.

A longtime Acterra supporter and former Board member, Jerry 
hearn is back. Jerry grew up in the area, graduating from Los 
Altos High School and Stanford University. After graduate work in 
Germany, he began teaching at Peninsula School in Menlo Park  
in 1969, where he was instrumental in developing the school's  
innovative and highly successful Upper School Program, and  
although he retired from teaching in 2012, he continues to  

volunteer at the school on the board and in the classroom. Jerry has been active in  
leadership positions with local environmental organizations, including Acterra and  
Environmental Volunteers. On the national level, he served on the Sierra Club  
Environmental Education Committee and the Youth in Wilderness Program and chaired 
the national Youth Task Force. He is a founding member of the San Francisquito  
Watershed Council and the San Mateo County Fish & Wildlife Advisory Committee and 
currently sits on the Santa Clara County Community Resource Group that oversees  
Stanford's land-use issues.

acterra welcomes new board members



Recently, Acterra hosted a series of fun and educational community art and  
science activities at its restoration site at Cooley Landing Park in East Palo Alto. 
The event was led by local artist Linda Gass, who is part of the City of Palo 
Alto's new Creative Ecology Program—an innovative art and science residency 
program that promotes appreciation of the natural world through scientific  
inquiry and the creative process, engaging artists, art and science educators, 
and the larger community. 

As part of  this collaborative 
event, Acterra and Linda Gass 
invited the public to visit Cooley 
Landing to take photos, gaze at 
microbes through microscopes, 
explore the baylands, and 
sketch their observations of the 
environment and wildlife.

If you missed this event, there 
will be other opportunities to 
see Linda Gass' work at the Palo 
Alto Art Center. Visitors will have 
the unique opportunity to watch 
Gass create vibrantly colored 
silk paintings and other artworks 
inspired by the environment. An 
exhibition featuring the artwork 
created by Gass and the public 
will be held Nov. 14, 2015 to 
Jan. 22, 2016. An artist  
reception for Gass will be held 
at the Art Center on Nov. 19, 6–8pm, and is open to the public. Gass will also 
be presenting a free public lecture Jan. 13, 7pm, at the Art Center.
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Palo Alto Introduces  
Creative Ecology Program

Acterra's Strategic 
Plan 2015–2018

Mission
Acterra brings people together to create 
local solutions for a healthy planet.

Goals 
In June 2015, Acterra completed a 
comprehensive strategic planning 
process to strengthen the organization 
as we advance our mission from 2015 
to 2018. In this guiding document, we 
have defined Acterra’s core values that 
will shape our programs:

•	people: We engage people in 
hands-on environmental service, 
education, and advocacy to build 
an informed and empowered 
citizenry. We build relationships 
and partnerships that multiply our 
individual impact. We believe in 
leadership by example.

•	action: We recognize the urgency 
of the present moment, and we act 
to mitigate and adapt to climate 
change, reduce carbon, conserve 
water, and restore habitat. 

•	sustainability: We promote a 
sustainable future, where all crea-
tures can live in a healthy environ-
ment. A sustainable future depends 
on individual behavior change. 
Creating behavior change that 
supports a sustainable future is our 
most important contribution.  

•	Community: We believe in local 
community action and in the inter-
connectedness that enables local 
efforts to inspire global change. We 
listen to the voice of the community 
in selecting our actions. 

Volunteers hammer in survey whiskers to mark the 
historic tideline as part of a temporary art installation.

Volunteers observe 
the small animals 
that live in our 
Baylands mud  
using magiscopes.
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Volunteer Spotlight: Chantal Akerib

Affordable and sustainable digital printing on Royal Sundance Digital White, 100% recycled 
with 100% post-consumer fiber.  FSC Certified, Green Seal Certified, PCF Certified

Since 2011, Acterra has saved the following  
resources by using recycled papers for the  
production and printing of our projects at ChaseVP.

	 trees water energy solid waste greenhouse gases
	 74 31,641 54 3,457 6,859
	 fully grown gallons million BTUs pounds pounds

environmental Benefits statement

Calculations based on research by Environmental Defense Fund 
and other members of the Paper Task Force.

Upcoming events
Visit acterra.org for information on these 
upcoming events in your community. 
Events are free unless otherwise noted.

November 7–8, 9am–7pm 
Acterra’s Energy Upgrade California team 
tabling, San Jose Home Show

November 13 
Early-bird Business Environmental Awards 
application deadline
acterra.org/bea

december 11
Business Environmental Awards application 
deadline
acterra.org/bea

Public Lecture Series
February 17, 2016, 7:30pm
Peter Gleick, Co-Founder & President of the 
Pacific Institute for Studies in Development, 
Environment, and Security
LinkedIn, Mountain View
acterra.org/lectures

Nov. 1 and dec. 13, 1:30pm–3:30pm
Permanente Creek Workday at Google Campus
Red pedestrian bridge between Charleston 
Avenue and Amphitheatre Parkway 

November 7 and 22, 9:30am–12:30pm
McClellan Ranch Planting
22221 McClellan Rd, Cupertino

November 14 and 28, 9:30am-12:30pm
Habitat Restoration at Pearson-Arastradero 
Preserve, Palo Alto 

November 14, 9am–12pm
Redwood Grove Workday
482 University Ave, Los Altos

december 5, 12, 19, 9:30am–12:30pm 
McClellan Ranch Planting
22221 McClellan Rd, Cupertino

december 19, 9am–12pm
Acterra & Canopy Community Workday
Bay Trail & Runnymede St., East Palo Alto

Volunteer to restore beautiful  
natural habitats through acterra's 
ongoing stewardship program.
Registration and additional information at 
acterra.org/stewardship 

Sites volunteered: McClellan Ranch and  
Bay Trail, San Francisquito Creek

Volunteer since: September 2014

What inspires you about the natural world?
I think, like most people, we need it for our 
well-being. There's nothing like being out in 
nature, is there? Because I think otherwise 
we'd be depressed!

What motivates you to help protect and 
restore our environment?
We can actually see the results of our work. 
We are making the environment more beautiful and welcoming to nature and 
wildlife. 

Why do you volunteer with Acterra?
Because I like working outside. I enjoy it. And I really like the people at Acterra. 
Also, Acterra has a lot of restoration sites near our home, and there are many  
opportunities to volunteer. We could find a volunteer opportunity almost every day!

Join Acterra on  
Social Media

Follow us on Twitter:  
@planetacterra

Check out our photos on 
Instagram: @planetacterra

Follow Acterra on  
LinkedIn  

Like us on Facebook:  
facebook.com/Acterra

Chantal and her son Eli pictured here 
volunteering with Acterra. Photo by  
Steffen Luitz.

support acterra While 
You shop 

did you know that a portion of 
your everyday shopping could 
support acterra’s programs? 

amazon smile 
is an automatic 

way to support your favorite charity 
at no extra cost every time you shop. 
Choose Acterra as your designated 
organization and shop at smile.
amazon.com, and Amazon will  
donate 0.5% of your purchases. 

If you prefer shopping 
at brick and mortar 

stores, you can open an account with 
escrip, a secure service that lets you 
register your loyalty and credit cards 
at eScrip.com. Every time you shop 
using these cards, you help Acterra 
earn up to 4% of the value of your 
shopping. Since 2000, Acterra has  
received $15,781—thanks to  
eScrip-eligible purchases.


