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July 24, 2009

Matt Stoecker

Beyond Searsville Dam

3130 Alpine Road Suite #288-411

Portola Valley, Ca. 94028

Dear Matt,

The Acterra board has approved signing on to your Beyond Searsville Dam project.  In doing so, the board wanted to make clear its intent. While it appears that your personal interest ultimately includes removal of the dam, Acterra at this point wishes to remain neutral regarding that issue.  As a major stakeholder in the watershed through its San Francisquito Watershed Project the board felt it was imperative that Acterra take an active part in this conversation. Additionally, your stated intention "to evaluate and consider removal" of the dam fits well with Acterra's goal of providing public education about environmental issues based on scientific investigation.

The board felt it necessary to clarify its position on signing on to your effort in order for Acterra to maintain its position in the watershed as a facilitator of communication rather than as an advocate for a position regarding this issue.  Thank you for undertaking the challenging work of attempting to reach clarity and consensus on this complex and important issue.

Sincerely,
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Michael Closson

Executive Director
