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Strategic Plan 
Goals 2011-2014 
In August 2011, Acterra completed a 
comprehensive strategic planning 
process to guide the organization as 
we advance our mission from 2011 to 
2014.  The course Acterra has set for 
the next three years is crucial not only 
for the success of the organization but 
also for the environmental health of 
our broader community. 

This course is guided by six core goals:

1.	 Culture of Excellence
2.	 Dynamic Programs
3.	 Widespread Recognition
4.	 Solid Funding
5.	 Fiscal Accountability
6.	 Exceptional People

Acterra’s Strategic Plan was made  
possible through a grant from The  
David and Lucile Packard Foundation.

Changing Lives, Changing the World
Dear Friends,

Another year has passed, our 41st! Despite (or perhaps because of?) our successes, 
the need and demand for Acterra’s services and programs continues to grow.  More 
people are waking up and recognizing that, in order to improve environmental 
health, they need to get actively involved and also pursue lifestyles more in harmony 
with the natural world.

This is where Acterra comes in. Our programs are not only changing lives, we are 
changing the world—and this is no simple task. 

Sometimes inspiring change requires engaging new technologies, as was the case 
when Acterra launched High Energy Homes on Earth Day—a program two years in 
the making—which utilizes a proprietary online program to assess residential home 
energy use remotely using SmartMeter data. Other times, our work is grounded in 
new collaborations, as with the expansion of our Green@Home program into the City 
of San Jose—our first foray into what, we hope, will be continued expansion to the 
tenth largest city in the United States.                                         

This annual report highlights our key successes in doing this critical work. And we 
have been doing it efficiently. For the fifth year in a row, Acterra has received a  
four-star rating, the highest possible, from Charity Navigator, the nation’s largest 
independent charity evaluator.  This rating recognizes our “exceptional” fiscal  
management and puts us in the top 5% of charities nationwide.

We recently completed a six-month strategic planning process (see sidebar), which 
will guide our vital work improving this region’s environmental health in the coming 
years. The value of Acterra’s work lies in the positive vision of the future we promote, 
the variety of ways we offer for people to get involved, our Silicon Valley focus, and 
the tangible, solution-oriented services we provide. 

On behalf of our board, staff and thousands of volunteers, we thank you for your 
interest, support and involvement in this essential effort. Our most important work 
is yet to come. In the years ahead, we plan to continue inspiring change and building 
a sustainable future for the generations who will follow.

Mission
Acterra brings people together 
to create local solutions for a 
healthy planet.

Cover Photo: Pearson-Arastradero Preserve
Photo by Jack Owicki

	 Laura Teksler	 Michael Closson
	 President, 2010-2011	 Executive Director
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Acterra’s Programs
With rich networks of contacts and a history spanning more than 40 years, Acterra 

has a deep understanding of the environmental arena. We quickly evaluate emerging 

environmental issues and develop innovative programs that inspire adults and youth 

around Silicon Valley to take action. 

Acterra brings our knowledge and track record to every opportunity. We continually 

re-evaluate and refresh our portfolio of programs, reorganizing to most effectively 

address emerging environmental issues. 

Read on to learn about our programs that are inspiring social change for a  

healthy planet...

Native Plant
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Natural Lands 
and 

Watershed 
Resorations

Resource
Center

Volunteers

Education
on Living

Sustainably

Urban
Ecology

Green@Home
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Business
Environmental

Awards

Be the
Change

Fiscally
Sponsored

Projects

Reducing Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions

Developing and Recognizing 
Environmental Leaders

Restoring and Creating 
Natural Habitats

Acterra’s programs contribute to a healthy planet by ...

inspiring people to do their part for the environment every day.

be the changebe the change
ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

be the changebe the change
ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM STEWARDSHIP

Acterra

High
Energy

STEWARDSHIP
Acterra
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Restoring and Creating Natural Habitats

Acterra’s Stewardship Program restores damaged natural  
habitat while educating San Francisco Bay Area youth and adults on the importance 
of healthy ecosystems.  Each year, stewardship projects engage thousands of  
volunteers from local schools, community groups and neighborhoods. 

The program provides Natural Lands and Watershed Restoration at the Pearson-
Arastradero Preserve in Palo Alto, Redwood Grove in Los Altos and multiple creek sites 
in the 47.5 square mile San Francisquito watershed.  Last year Acterra involved 2,500 
volunteers—more than half of them students and other youth—in cleaning up trash 
from our creeks, removing invasive weeds, and planting thousands of locally grown 
native plants that support insects, amphibians, birds and fish.  The program also  
provided over 150 workdays and educational opportunities for young people.

Our Urban Ecology project brings nature into our urban settings by offering educa-
tional workshops, creating demonstration gardens and providing individual advice 
on gardening sustainably.  Acterra also provided Green Gardener training for local 
landscape professionals on the Peninsula and helped organize the first Bay Friendly 
garden tour in Palo Alto.

Our Native Plant Nursery grew over 30,000 plants from seed collected from local 
watersheds and provided these plants to our restoration projects, other local land 
managers and private homeowners.  This year, we published San Francisco Bay Area 
Native Plants for the Garden, a first-of-its-kind resource book featuring native garden-
worthy plants that are naturally suited to our soil, rainfall and climate and provide 
much needed food for our birds and bees.

 “I’ve gained a self-pride…
You don’t really get to help 
the planet by sitting on the 
couch and watching TV.”
Bennett Walker
Youth Volunteer, Pearson-Arastradero 
Preserve

“They learned about com-
posting and they’re taking 
that home with them… 
We have a compost pile now 
at home. So, they’re much 
more aware of what they’re 
doing in the environment.”
Elham Chandler
Baha’i Youth Group Coordinator

Meet Elham and her youth group at 
Redwood Grove in Los Altos in this 
video:

ACTION FOR A
HEALTHY PLANET

STEWARDSHIP 

Acterra’s Environmental Library and Resource Center 
is the only resource of its kind in the Bay Area. It exists to expand the environmental 
literacy of the community, reduce barriers to making smart environmental choices, 
and to serve as a hub of social and educational activity. 

Each year, thousands of people use the library’s resources. “Environmental issues are 
broad and complex,” says Public Information Coordinator Pat Martin. “We’ll answer 
questions on everything from weatherizing a home to selecting native plants.  
Making information available is an important part of getting people to live more 
sustainably.”

Acterra’s Environmental Library and Resource Center is made possible with the  
generous support of an anonymous donor.

Restore

Resource Center

Use your smartphone to scan the  
QR code and view the video.  

Or go to http://youtu.be/Fl1OSZgbaV0
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Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Join Palo Alto Mayor Sid Espinosa as he 
receives a free Acterra Green@Home 
energy assessment in this video:

Reduce

Acterra’s Green@Home program completed its third year of reducing  
residential greenhouse gas emissions through free in-home HouseCalls. Trained  
volunteers install energy saving devices and provide home energy assessments  
to residents in participating cities, whether they rent or own. Last year,  
Green@Home provided HouseCalls in Cupertino, Menlo Park, Palo Alto, Redwood City 
and Sunnyvale. 

In January, Green@Home reached the milestone of preventing one million pounds  
of CO2 emissions from being emitted into the atmosphere. In the spring,  
Green@Home was awarded two new contracts to provide HouseCalls in Mountain 
View and in the Winchester neighborhood of San Jose. In June, Green@Home  
received recognition from the Mayor of San Jose for its collaboration with San Jose 
State University to provide training to eighty students in the highly successful  
“Green Wave” program where students completed over 200 energy assessments for 
university and city staff.

High Energy Homes is reducing residential greenhouse gas emissions 
through an innovative online program for homes whose energy use is three times 
above average. Using data from residential SmartMeters™, energy use is analyzed 
remotely and categorized into base loads, variable loads, winter heating and summer 
cooling. The software identifies energy “leaks” that are typically related to electrical 
plug loads—one of the larger and most easily reduced sources of energy use—and 
then provides low-cost, specific recommendations to stop these energy leaks.

One Portola Valley resident reported that after following just a few simple recom-
mendations, the utility bill dropped by $500 in the first month.  The average family 
is reducing its carbon emissions by more than 100 pounds of CO2 per month. High 
Energy Homes is targeting to serve 1,000 households—which will prevent thousands 
of tons of greenhouse gas emissions from entering our atmosphere.

High Energy Homes launched on Earth Day 2011, following two years of development.  
Funded by a grant from the California Energy Commission, the program is offered  
at no cost to the residents of Atherton, Los Altos Hills, Monte Sereno, Portola Valley, 
and Woodside.

“This is such essential stuff 
for a homeowner—even 
those of us who think we 
have done everything we 
need to keep our energy  
usage down.”
Nancy Reyering
High Energy Homes Participant

be the changebe the change
ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM STEWARDSHIP

Acterra

High
Energy

Use your smartphone to scan the  
QR code and view the video.  

Or go to http://youtu.be/q-ceY7J_ESo
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Developing and Recognizing  
Environmental Leaders

The Business Environmental Awards recognizes and 
celebrates Bay Area companies with exemplary environmental projects. Established 
in 1990, it is one of the longest-running and most respected awards programs of its 
kind in the region.  Rigorous evaluation by a panel of 30 judges with deep experience 
in the environmental sector means this is an award that is particularly meaningful to 
its recipients. 

“We use this program not only to recognize and honor the organizations doing good 
work,” says Acterra’s Executive Director Michael Closson, “but also to highlight them 
as models that other people can emulate.” 

Each year 40-50 businesses apply for these prestigious awards.  In June, nine out-
standing businesses were honored at an awards ceremony attended by hundreds of 
business and community leaders.

Be the Change develops environmental leaders through a comprehensive 
training program over the course of a full year. Students are deeply engaged through 
lectures, workshops, mentoring and other rich opportunities. The program empha-
sizes building skills that enable people to become “green innovators” where they 
work, live, worship and play. By the end of the year, each student has developed and 
launched a personally significant project intended to inspire lasting environmental 
change in how their communities relate to the environment.

In June, Be the Change graduated 26 students—its sixth class—bringing the total 
number of graduates to 180. Alumni stay closely connected and environmentally ac-
tive around the Bay Area and beyond—with each graduate inspiring untold numbers 
to live more sustainably.

Be the Change will only be available through the UCSC Extension Silicon Valley program in  
2011-2012. Acterra is taking this year to retool the curriculum and raise funds for re-launch in 
the 2012-2013 fiscal year. For any questions, please contact Debbie Mytels, Associate Director for 
Programs, at (650) 962-9876 x302 or debbiem@acterra.org.

Acterra also provides non-profit status to over a dozen environmental Fiscally 
Sponsored Projects, incubating innovative new organizations and 
ensuring that small, local projects are able to serve their communities. Last year, 
we added four exceptional projects: Citizens Environmental Council of Burlingame, 
Exploring a Sense of Place, Midtown Garden and Global Community.  

“The Acterra Business  
Environmental Awards are 
perfectly aligned with what 
we are trying to do. Namely, 
to make social and environ-
mental contributions.”
Bruce Klafter
Managing Director, Corporate  
Responsibility and Sustainability  
at Applied Materials

Meet Bruce and learn more about the 
Business Environmental Awards in  
this video:

ACTION FOR A
HEALTHY PLANET

STEWARDSHIP 

Develop

Use your smartphone to scan the  
QR code and view the video.  

Or go to http://youtu.be/u8f3aqajhlA



Donors 2010 - 2011
Acterra gratefully acknowledges the following donors for expressing their  
commitment to our natural environment through their gifts, received between  
July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011. We thank all of you for your generosity and support.

Because you, our supporters, are very important to us, these lists were developed 
with great care and attention. We sincerely apologize for any errors and ask that  
you contact us at (650) 962-9876 x346 so we may correct our records.

“We support Acterra because 
it is an organization  
making a difference in our 
community. They don’t just 
talk about living sustain-
ably, the programs really  
excite people to do it. And 
the programs are a model 
for the rest of the nation.” 
Laura and Boris Teksler, Los Altos

Platinum Tier	 $50,000+
David & Lucile Packard Foundation

Gold Tier	 $10,000-49,999
Dean Witter Foundation
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
San Jose State University
Tides Foundation
Western States Wholesale

Silver Tier	 $5,000-9,999
Applied Materials, Inc.
City of San Jose - Environmental Services
Ennovationz Inc.
Genencor
Palo Alto Community Fund
Platinum Roofing, Inc.
Preservation of Land for Agricultural Needs Trust
Rose Foundation for Communities and the Environment
Service by Medallion
Stanford University
Symantec Corporation
Zanker Road Resource Management

Bronze Tier	 $1,000-4,999
Adobe Systems Inc.
Cleantech Open
Community Focus
Cubizm, LLC
Earth Bound Homes
eScrip
Foundation for Global Community
Google Matching Gifts Program
Heritage Bank of Commerce
Microsoft Corporation
Nathan Cummings Foundation

Business, Organization and Foundation Supporters
Patagonia
Premier Properties
Preston Pipelines Inc.
Project Consulting Specialists
PSC (Environmental Services)
Santa Clara County League of Conservation Voters
Stanford University - Utilities Division
Webcor Builders
Wells Fargo Bank
Wells Fargo Foundation
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati Foundation
Woman’s Club of Palo Alto
Youth Community Service

Copper Tier	 $1-999
Adobe Systems Matching Grants
Building Efficiency, Inc.
Finelite
Good Search
Green Career Central
Hawley Peterson Snyder Architects
Hillbrook School
IBM International Foundation Grants Program
Intel Volunteer Grant Program
Kepler’s Books
Microsoft Gifts Program
Oracle Matching Gifts
PG&E Corporation Foundation
Recurve, Inc.
Ron Ramies Automotive, Inc
Saint Francis High School
SAP Matching Gift Program
SDI Insulation, Inc.
SolarCity
TerraFocus
Visa GivingStation

Atherton Environmental Programs Committee
Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency
California State Coastal Conservancy 
City of Cupertino
City of Los Altos
City of Menlo Park
City of Palo Alto
City of Palo Alto - Utilities
City of Redwood City
City of Redwood City Wetlands Regional Monitoring 

Program

Government Funders
City of San Jose
City of Sunnyvale
Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office
San Mateo County
San Mateo County Agriculture Division
San Mateo County Water Pollution Prevention Program
Santa Clara County
Santa Clara County Weed Management Area
Santa Clara Valley Water District
South Bayside Waste Management Authority

thank you

Thank You,  
Volunteers!
Last year, more than 3,000 adults 
and youth volunteered their time to 
support Acterra’s work for our natural 
environment. We rely on our HouseCall 
volunteers, “Weed Warriors,” student 
volunteers and interns, and countless 
others for our success. We are immea-
surably grateful for these generous 
contributions of time, which are truly 
the lifeblood of Acterra’s work.
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Julie Lovins
Evelyn Lundstrom
Tanya and Nadim Maluf
Patricia McGann
Rachel and Michael Meyer
Mary Lou Moses
Linda Nevis
Geoff and Sue Nicholls
Fred and Kirstin Nichols
Amber Nixon
Rex and Mercedes Northern
Linda Norton
Ragni and Marc Pasturel
Denise Pitsch
Harry Plant and Amy Rao
Dr. Sharon Roberts
Nancy and Emery Rogers
Deborah Rose
Elizabeth Ross
Amy and Michael Santullo
Margaret Schink
David Schwartz
Margo Sensenbrenner
Cindy and Gregory Shove
Lisa Smernoff
Roger Smith and Judith Lin Kay
Abraham and Marian S. Sofaer
Susan Stansbury and Cedric de La Beaujardiere
Anita Stewart
Maria Surricchio
Jane and Paul Taylor
Steve and Monie TenBroeck
Jim and Emily Thurber
Mike and Ellen Turbow
Timothy Twerdahl
Bruce Hodge and Elizabeth Weal
Imelda White
George and Suzanne Wilson

Sustainer	 $100-249
Anonymous (8)
Julianne Adams Frizzell
Jennifer Anderson
Suze Anderson
Ann Margaret Arvin
John and Elizabeth Ashley
Stephen Attinger
Sabine Axt
Mike Balma and Eleanor Billings
Don Barch
Joyce Bartlett
Allen Baum and Donna White
Paula and Bob Berka
Ann Beyer
Andy Black
Jayne Booker
Julia Bott
Jane and Stephen Bourne
Jim Brice
Jeff Brown and Debbi Friedman
Phyllis Browning
Alexa Bruce 
Elizabeth Buffa
Catherine Byers
Magdalena Cabrera
Marc Campell
Eugene Carragee and Kathleen Ruppel
Susan Chamberlain
Greg and Maia Coladonato
Susan Cole and Michel Digonnet
George Comstock and Anne Hillman
Pat and Miles Congress
Joan and Charles Coston
Mary Counihan
Nancy and Jitze Couperus
Erin Craig and Richard Dvorak
Richard and Roberta Cummings
Danville Alamo Garden Club

Tiki Dare and Daniel Beeder
Joel Davidson
D.J. DeProspero
Dan and Anita Dippery
Inna Dolinsky
Carolyn Dorsch
Dianne Dryer
Fred and Lois Duperrault
Cynthia Dusel-Bacon and Charles R. Bacon
Suzanne and Dean Eyre
Mary Ellen Farwell and Wayne Thatcher
Justine Fenwick and Kevin McBride
Jean Fisher and Kathy Parks
Robert and Jan Fisher
Elizabeth Flammini
Robert and Susan Flint
Kirsten and Frank Flynn
Diane Gandee-Sorbi and Dan Sorbi
Phil Geller and Diane Morrissette
Julie A. Plotkin and Samuel H. Gellman
Davena Gentry
Elle Ghini
Ernie Goitein and Claire Feder
Napallo and Reina Gomez-Somer
Barbara Gordon
Mary Gordon
Rich Gordon
Robert Gould, M.D.
Maria Grandinette
David Greene and Jane David
Marianna Grossman
Rajesh Gurjar and Gauri Tuljapurkar
Antonia Hansen
Francesca and Richard Harbert
Margie and Bob Harrington
Steve and Fran Harris
Karen Harwell
Walt and Kay Hays
Paul and Linda Heiple
Susan Hiestand
Melissa Hippard
Dan Hoffman and Catherine Pieck
Kevin A. Sawyer and Barbara N. Hurley
Richard Izmirian
Michael and Christine James
Lindsay and Kenneth Joye
Twana and Bruce Karney
Cindy and Michael Keer
Laura and Jake Keller
Marilyn Keller and Jeff Greenfield
John Kelley and Lisa Van Dusen
Kurt and Hiromi Kelty
Jeanette and Kevin Kennedy
Carol and Don Kenyon
Elaine King
Leif King
Suzanne King
Jan Koppelman
Joe and Barbara Kresse
Evelyn Lee
Mary Lellouche
Louie-Marsh Family Fund
Brian Goncher and Caroline Manley
Rosalyn Marcellais
Elliot Margolies and Sally Hayman
James P. Marks and Pat Kinney
Tom and Debby Martin
Alice Martineau
Lawrence Masket
Margo McAuliffe
Anne Berenice McDevitt
Jeanne and Ryan McGinnis
Janette Mello
Robert Miller
Timothy Miller and Katherine Woodruff
Linda Minami
Jack Morton and Mary Ellen White
Tom and Marianne Moutoux

Edward Munyak
Spencer Murphy
James Nelson
Mairtini NiDhomhnaill
Linda D. and John Nightingale
Pamela Noyer
Sandy and Mark Ostrau
David and Karen Paradise
Niteen Patkar and Amita Jain
Linda Stevenin and Zane Paxton
Samuel Perry
Nancy Peterson
John Petrilla
Lee and Kitty Price
Manisha and Rajiv Puranik
Laurel Rezeau
Sreen Tallam and Isabel Rieken
Martha and BJ Rock
Barbara Rosen
Annemarie Rosengreen
Jane Rothstein
Gary and Eileen Ruppel
Paula Sandas and Dennis Harvey
Ed and Ruth Satterthwaite
Susan Schaps and Rob Shelton
Kay and Robert Schauer
Kathryn Schmidt 
Barbara Seaney
Ann Sebastian
John Semion
Linda Shapiro
Pat Showalter and Steve Longcor
Jay Siegel
David and Sandra Siegmund
Madhulika Singh
Joy Sleizer
Mitch Slomiak
Jo Smernoff
Philip and Carol Smith
Tim Smith
Marion Softky
Maria Ines Sousa and David Taylor
Keith Stanley
Candice and Richard Stark
Ursula Syrova
Stephen Taffee
Nancy Teater and Richard Johnsson
Vishal Thakkar
Radhika and Chandramohan Thekkath
Peter Thiemann
David Trask
Jeffrey Urman
Leslie and Frank Van Veenendaal
Eric Waldman
Mimi Webb
Judith Weiss
Susan Welch
Dalyn Wells
Stephen Westfold
Jay and Sallie Whaley
Barbara White
Susan Whited
Bill and Janet Whitmer
Wibke Wittmann
Ciddy and Bob Wordell
Greg Zlotnick
Mark and Mary Lou Zoback

Partner	 $60-99
Anonymous (3)
Matthew and Marcia Allen
Kendra Armer
Richard Baumgartner and Liz Salzer
Eileen Burnett
Raymond Scott Chan and Victoria Moore
Shirley L. DeMartis
Griffin Derryberry and Kathy Stiles
Anne and Paul Ehrlich

Patron	 $500-999
Anonymous (2)
The Aitken-Young Family
Dorothy Bender
Cynthia and Fred Bertsch
Scott Brenneman
Sue Brown and Bill Hamburgen
Linda Brownrigg
Linda Carlson and Scott Gould
Daniele Civelli
James F. and Wendy A. Cook
Margaret Suozzo and Tom Dillon
Joseph and Hon Mai Goodman
Marc Gottschalk and Rachel Duclos
Elaine Haight
Paul Hammes and Audrey Kass
Andrew and Amity Hodge
Melissa Hollatz
Ann Iverson
Michael and Frances Kieschnick
Carl King
Larry Klein
Virginia and Peter Van Kuran
Mrs. Jean Lane
Celia Lawren
The Leighton and Green Charitable Fund
Bev and Peter Lipman
Nancy and Tor Lund
Steve and Florence Marchick
Joan Martel
Wendy and Tim McAdam
Robert and Myung McIntyre
Eileen Moran and Rick Van Rheenen
Peter Neal
George and Karen Offen
Dan and Helen Quinn
Mary M. and George Schuttinger
Carol Sisk
James Soland and Bev Benson
Carolyn Spitz and Phiroze Petigura
Oliver Bock and Deirdre Stegman
Anand Raj Vengadasalam
Randall and Alexandra Von Feldt
Yvonne Walbroehl
Dr. Carol H. Weiss
Julie Weiss and Rich Schwerin
Laure Woods and David Kastanis

Benefactor	 $250-499
Anonymous (6)
Kevin Baker and Ellen Beasley
Marilyn and Art Basham
George and Betsy Bechtel
Greg Bell and Debra Brown
Constance Bowencamp
Joel and Lorraine Brown
Michael Closson
Bunny Dawson
L. Peter Deutsch
Linda and Jerome Elkind
Craig and Sally Falkenhagen
Bob and Jan Fenwick
Bob and Alice Frost
Mary Ann Furda
Marilynn Gallaway
Hilary and Hayley Gans
Linda Gass
Chuck Collins and Randy George
Joan and David Hadden
Alan Holmes
Wai-Bun Yau and Ming-Wai Monica Ip
Jeremy and Piper Joseph
Del and Susan Krause
John and Peggy Law
Waidy Lee
Cody Lincoln
David Loeb

INDIVIDUALS
Angel Circle

Peak Level	 $25,000+
Anonymous (1)
Bart and Nancy Westcott

Crest Level	 $10,000-24,999
Anonymous (1)
J. Vance Huckins Fund of Tides Foundation
Charlene and Derry Kabcenell
Laura and Boris Teksler

Ascent Level	 $5,000-9,999
Liz Schwerer and Kingston Duffie
The Glassman Family Fund
The Kathryn Green Fund

Ridge Level	 $2,500-4,999
Geoff and Shelley Brosseau
Nancy and John Cassidy

Barbara Erny
Fenton Family Foundation
Valerie Gardner and Jonathan Tiemann
Elaine and Eric Hahn
Kathy Hall and Leslie Murdock
Jerry Hearn and Rebecca Reynolds
Bjorn and Michele Liencres
Morgan Family Foundation
Craig Uhrich and Joan Ferguson

Vista Level	 $1,000-2,499
Anonymous (2)
Elizabeth Arndorfer and Clint Smith
Kathleen Bennett and Tom Malloy
Phil and Mary Bobel
Catherine Bock
Thomas Carlino
David Coale

Neva and Thomas Cotter
Melanie and Peter Cross
Maryann Moise Derwin
Edith and Jeb Eddy
Kirsten and Kirk Essenmacher
Anne Feldhusen
Andy Fenselau and Suzanne Koch
Catharine Fergus Garber and Dan Garber
Gregory Fowler
Clinton and Mary Gilliland
Jommer Gryler
Joanna Holmes
Dr. Mary Hufty and Dr. Daniel Alegria
Karen and Jeffrey Jordan
James and Renate Kempf
Thomas Kuhnle and Alison Cormack
Bruce Hartsough and Lesli Lee
Leslie Family Foundation

Marcia Linn
Mirnahill Foundation
Bruce Naegel and Connie Roberts
Armand and Eliane Neukermans
Jerry Patrick
Bill Reller
Heyward Robinson and Joanna Mountain
Dan Scales
Gregory and Nancy Serrurier
David Smernoff and Cindy Russell
Judith and Hans Steiner
The Tate Family Fund
Karen Tate and Charlie Krenz
Mark and Sheila Wolfson
Jennifer and Bill Youstra
Mitchell and Holly Zuklie

EcoAdvocate Society
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Spence Everson
Megan S. and Dr. Michael Fogarty
Steve Garrity
Aaron Gershenberg and Julia Massa
Mark Goldberg
Kat Greene
Steve Haas
Konrad Herman
Kathy Voss and Joel Jensen
Mary Frances Jourdan
Mary Kenney and Joe Pasqua
Yoriko Kishimoto
Kathleen Kramer and Sven Thesen
Mary Ann and Keith Kvenvolden
Barbara Lawson
Judith Levy
Yekaterina Maslakova
Karen McCavitt
Maija McDonald
Paula McFarland and Bart Anderson
Joseph McTigue
Joe Mendiola
Harriet and Bob Moss
Debbie Mytels and Thomas Atwood
Kenneth Nitz
Frances Orr Nitzberg
Rick Nordensten
Julia Oliver
Marie Pearman and Dennis De Ryke
Tom Pressburger
Joanna Reynolds
Jean Rusmore
John Shull
Jerry and Dick Smallwood
Georgia Stigall and Bill Prince
Adam Stooke
Madeleine Stovel
Sue Thiemann and William Faustman
John Toupin and Ann Poncelet
Kyle and Victoria King-Trager
Edie and Al Trevino
Heather Trossman-Kushlan
Chao Chieh Tsai and Huey Miin Wu
Douglas Tucker, M.D.
Scott and Barbara Wallace
Keith Weber
Bruce and Elinor Wilner

Supporter	 $1-59
Anonymous (15)
Kathy Aird
Shayrun Ali
Julie Allingham
Richard and Darcy Anderson
Joan and Paul Armer
Jerry and Linda Avellar
Ginny and Phil Babbitt
Ephigenie Banaynal dela Cruz
George and Joanne Barnes
Clifford and Zelda Barnett
Odoretha Barron
Natalicia Basch
Leon and Margaret Beeler
Olivia Belsey
Cynthia Benin
Bud and Barbara Bennigson
Douglas and Leslie Bergh
Martin Berndt
Anne and Dave Bernstein
Abhay Bhushan and Cybele LoVuolo-Bhushan
Pamela Bilz
Millicent and Roger Bishop
Monika and Olle Bjorkman
Patricia Blumenthal
Karen and Christopher Bobonich
Jane S. and Christopher Botsford
Susie and Sam Brain
Jo Bridges
Ann and Winslow Briggs
Catherine Brown
Douglas Brown
Gail and Bob Buschini
Margarida Butcher and Diane Ely
Ralph Cahn
Susan and Gordon Cann
Carolyn Chaney and Curtis Nehring
Lynn Chiapella
Jonathan Cho
Kenneth Chua
Betsy Colby
Mrs. Gaylord Coleman
John W. and Helen I. Cone
Ann Coombs
Karen Cotter
Sibby Coxhead
Carol Cross
Marie Dennis
Jean Duperrault
Hermann Ebenhoech
Kathleen Elkins and Richard Peterson
Kathleen Engelberg

Barbara and Joseph Evans
Lyn and Steve Faust
Marcia Fein
Claire Felong
Herbert and Alice Fischgrund
Carol Fitzgerald
Ellen Fletcher
Tom and Florrie Forrest
Leslie Fowler
Barbara and Koji Fukumoto
Lynn Gale
Charlotte Galina
Anne and Stephen Galli
Carlo Garcia
Jason and Vanessa Gastwirth
Jennifer Geddes and Kenneth Brisebois
Nancy Goodban
Marcia Goodman
Kit Gordon
Herb and Norma Grench
David Grewal
Michael Griffin
Sophia Gu
Dee Gustavson
Gerhard Hahne
Iraj Hakimelahy and Ana Maria Pena
Ed and Janet Hale
Michael Hall
David and Carol Hamilton
Michael Hammes
Mike Hansell
Dwight Harbaugh
Ken and Helga Hardy
Cindy and Larry Harris
Van and Margaret Harvey
Richard Hawley
Steve Hibshman
Mimi Hills and Steven Stielstra
Ken Himes
Dorothy Hinze
Adrian and Jennie Ho
Nikki Holmes
Pat Hyver
Shirley Ingalls
Sharon Chinen Ingle
William Ingram
Lee Ivy and Cynthia Cima-Ivy
Michael Jacobs
Dr. and Mrs. Frederic Kahn
Bee and Robert Kavinoky
Judith Kays
Myra Kelley
Sylvia Kershaw
Chaitan and Susanne-Ebert Khosla
Mary C. Klein
Chetana Carol Knight
Don and Beverly Kobrin
Willis Korhonen
Jane Kos
Tony and Judith Kramer
Jack and Jane Kroll
Martha Kudlacik
Susan Kulakowski
Elanah J. Kutik
Elizabeth Lasensky
Bill Lean
Jonathan Lee
Karen Lemes
Michal and Avi Lenchner
Joyce and Robert Leonard
Ginger and Doug Levick
Sue Lindner
Targe and Barbara Lindsay
Forrest Linebarger
Franklin Lockfeld
Robinie Lyhne
Di and Youyi W. Ma
Marty and Donna Mackowski
Mary Jane Marcus and Derek Gurney
Arlene Markakis
Ruth and Jack Marshall
Patrick and Mary McCullough
Andrew and Toby McErlean
Mark McQuillen
Mary McVey Gill
Nikunj Mehta
Lynnie and Joseph Melena
Bob Meltzer
Misha Merrill
Howard and Catherine Meyerson
Clem and Jane Molony
David and Jane Moss
Dennis Murphy
Judith Murphy
Almud Neuser-Wennkittl
Dorna Nili
Shawn Nili
Kay O’Neill and Peter Sharer
Robert Scott Ogg
Yogesh Oka
William and Beverly Oldfield

Jean and Franklin Olmsted
Merle Orelove
Dennis Pan
Gary Patton
Jean Pawluk
Jan Pepper
Charles Petrie
Meredith Phillips
Gloria and Norman Ploss
Jonelle Preisser
Marlene and John Joseph Prendergast
Don and Dee Price
Viraj V. Raut
Sharon Refvem
David and Frances Reneau
Zack Rezowalli and Theresa Abrams
Nancy Rhea
Paul Rissman and Flora Chu
Cynthia Roessler
Vanessa Rogier and Todd Shaeffer
Ruth and James Rowe
Donald Ruh
Michael Sacks
Gary and William Sanders
Dolly Sandoval and Ed Hoffman
Roberta Saxon
Leif and Annette Schaumann
Margaret Schemenaur
Steve and Lisa H. Schmidt
John and Francimar Schmitt
Nancy Schneider and Richard Wysong
Albert and Joel Schreck
Jonathan Scott and Cynthia Pick
Stanley and Marie Scott
Jeff Segall
Jamil Shaikh
Rudolph and Bonnie Sher
Gloria and Robert Sikora
James and Susan Phinney Silver
Karen and Carl Skold
Douglas Smith and Nodelyn Lago Smith
Ellen and Dennis Smith
Irena Smith
Staci Ann Smith
Susan and Rey Smith
Geri Spieler
David Sprowls
Dorothy and Joseph Stangl
DeeDee and Jack Stovel
Lynn Strand
Rob Straus
Jean and David Struthers
William Sundstrom and Laura Kenney
Nina and Patrice Tanti
Ann Teegardin
Bob Tencher
Sally and Timothy Tomlinson
Leslie Train
Victoria Tregoning
Todd and Teresa Trowbridge
Graziella Vaccaro
Carly Volk
Linda Wagner
Valerie Warburton
Roger and Greer Watts
Roger Wharton and Marc Fuentes
Duncan and Mercedes Williams
Patricia Wipfler
Cheryl Woodward
Peter Wright
Tom and Ellen Wyman
Richard Yurman
Daniel Zizmor

In-Kind Donations
Ephigenie Banaynal dela Cruz
Be Yoga
Bear Valley Cross Country
Ryan Bell
Vicky Bhogal
Phil and Mary Bobel
Geoff and Shelley Brosseau
Celebrity Forum
Costanoa
Coyote Point Museum
Sheila Davis
Cynthia Denny
Rod Diridon
ELV Motors
Andy Fenselau and Suzanne Koch
Kate Forrest
Garden Creamery
Greenbar Collective
h2hotel
Kathy Hall and Leslie Murdock
Hundred Acre Wine Group
Harley Farms
Paul and Linda Heiple
Elliot Hoffman
Joanna Holmes
Nikki Holmes
Humane Society Silicon Valley (HSSV) 
Intuit
Sudhanshu and Lori Jain
Trader Joe’s
Karmina
LaBelle Day Spas & Salons
livegreene
Lotus Lake House
Lucy Evans Baylands Nature Interpretive Center
Nancy and Tor Lund
Susan MacCormac
Steve and Florence Marchick
Medlock Ames Winery
Emy Mendoza
The Milk Pail
A. Dorsey Moore
Mountain View Community Center
The North Face
John Northway
Oracle
Larry Orman
Palo Alto Hardware
Patagonia
The Pear Avenue Theatre
Meredith Phillips
Redwood City Library
Cascal Restaurant
Paul Rogers
Santa Clara University
SAP
Joe Simitian
David Smernoff and Cindy Russell
Laura Stec - Innovative Cuisine
Judith and Hans Steiner
Laura and Boris Teksler
Tesla Motors
Dr. Richard Walker
Watercourse Way
Don and Kim Weden
Whole Foods
Aaron Wilcher
Maureen Wilmot

EcoAdvocate Society (continued)

About Our Donor Societies
In August 2011, Acterra established the Angel Circle to 
recognize leadership donors of $1,000 and above and the 
EcoAdvocate Society to recognize donors of $40 - $999. The 
individuals listed here are warmly welcomed as charter 
members of these new societies. For more information on 
Acterra’s donor societies, including benefits and how to 
join, visit acterra.org/donate or call (650) 962-9876 x308.
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Acterra at a Glance

Financial Information 		
(Preliminary and Unaudited)		

				  
Revenues and Expenses  July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011 *		
		
Revenues		
Foundation Grants	 404,682	
Corporate Contributions	 154,735	
Individual Contributions	 293,278	
Government Contracts	 560,795	
Other (events, sales, fees & interest)	 294,979	
Total Income	 1,708,469	
		
Expenses		
Program	 1,193,895	
Administration	 159,581	
Fundraising	 241,721	
Total Expenses	 1,595,197	
	 	
Increase in Net Assets	 113,273	
		
Balance Sheet as of June 30,2011				  
Assets	 1,051,889	
Liabilities	 79,335	
Net Assets	 972,553	
	
* Includes the revenues and expenses of Acterra’s fiscally sponsored projects		

Acterra Receives Top Fiscal 
Rating for Fifth Year

In recognition of our “exceptional”  
fiscal management, Acterra has  
received a four-star rating for the fifth 
year in a row from Charity Navigator, 
the highest rating possible. 

Only 5% of the charities rated have 
received at least 5 consecutive 4-star 
evaluations, indicating that Acterra 
“consistently executes its mission  
in a fiscally responsible way, and  
out-performs most other charities  
in America.”

support & Revenue Expenses

Government Contracts

Foundation Grants

Individual Contributions

Corporate Contributions

Other

Program

Fundraising

Administration

Acterra Rated a Top  
Nonprofit Addressing  
Climate Change

Nearly 140 local climate change 
experts selected Acterra as one of the 
top 15 “outstanding nonprofits”  
working toward a solution. Those  
surveyed noted Acterra’s “great  
leadership” and “clear mission.”  
The survey was conducted by the  
independent agency Philanthropedia.
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3921 E Bayshore Road
Palo Alto, CA 94303-4326

Telephone: (650) 962-9876
Fax: (650) 962-8234
www.acterra.org

2010-2011 Leadership
Board of Directors
Laura Teksler, President
David Smernoff, Vice President
Bart Westcott, Treasurer
Joanna Holmes, Secretary
Linda Carlson
David Coale
Andrew Fenselau
Leslie Murdock
Geoff Nicholls
Mark Ostrau
Gerald Patrick
Judith Steiner

Stanford GSB Board Fellows
Emily Susanne High
Laura Wolfson Keller

Staff
Shajaroh Amath, Green@Home Intern
Vicky Bhogal, Development Coordinator & 

Administrative Assistant
Junko Bryant, Redwood Grove Project Director
Michael Closson, Executive Director
Joan Dudney, Arastradero Preserve Project Director
Claire Elliott, Senior Ecologist
Ariane Erickson, Business Environmental Awards 

Program Director
Luz Garcia, Green@Home Program Assistant
Davena Gentry, High Energy Homes Marketing/

Outreach Associate
Deanna Giuliano, Native Planet Nursery Manager
Nikki Hanson, Nursery Assistant
Paul Heiple, Staff Botanist
Rebecca Iverson, Be the Change Director 
Twana Karney, Green@Home Director
Deb Kramer, Green@Home Volunteer & Training 

Coordinator
Pat Martin, Public Information Coordinator
Susi Mehar, Communications & Creative Director
Debbie Mytels, Associate Director of Programs
Amber Nixon, Development Director
Vida Rohani, Business Manager
Elizabeth Sarmiento, Green@Home Outreach 

Coordinator
Steve Schmidt, High Energy Homes Program 

Architect
Arnie Thompson, San Francisquito Watershed 

Program Director
Alexandra Von Feldt, Stewardship Director

Designed by Judi Eichler
Printed by ChaseVP

Your Vision 
You are passionate about the environment. So are we. We are ready to partner with 
you to make your vision for our planet a reality, right here in the Silicon Valley. 

Make your vision a reality and inspire others to put the environment first.  
To learn more about how Acterra can help you inspire environmental action, 
please contact Development Director Amber Nixon at (650) 962-9876 x308, 
email ambern@acterra.org or visit acterra.org/donate.

 If you want to…

Inspire young people to learn about and 
value the environment

Restore and create natural habitats

Combat climate change by reducing 
residential greenhouse gas emissions

Cultivate environmental leaders through 
powerful training

Develop and recognize environmental 
leaders in the business sector

Ensure the future and sustain the financial 
strength of one of Silicon Valley’s most 
innovative environmental organizations

Then your gift can…

Provide an opportunity for students and 
other young people to learn with the 
Acterra Stewardship Program

Support the Acterra Stewardship Program, 
which restores and perserves some of the 
Peninsula’s most beautiful natural spaces 

Fund home energy assessments in nine 
local communities through High Energy 
Homes and Green@Home

Provide seed funding for redevelopment  
of Be the Change, Acterra’s acclaimed  
year-long leadership training program

Sponsor the Business Environmental 
Awards, one of the longest-running and 
most respected awards of its kind

Strengthen Acterra with a cash or 
planned gift that enables us to weather 
the economy, take advantage of new, 
innovative opportunities, and evolve 
to meet the changing needs of our 
community

Printed on Sundance PC 100 White  
100% recycled, 100% post consumer waste

Your Gift
Give now.

Make a monthly gift.	

Make a pledge.

Double your gift.	

Leave a legacy gift.

Make an outright gift of cash or  
securities.

Provide a dependable flow of funds  
and increase the impact of your gift 
with planet-friendly, paperless monthly 
giving.

Make a gift of cash or securities, payable 
at a later date or over a set period.

Ask your employer about a matching gift 
program.

Make a planned gift to Acterra in your 
will or estate plan.



3921 E Bayshore Road
Palo Alto, CA 94303-4326

Telephone: (650) 962-9876
Fax: (650) 962-8234
www.acterra.org

"I'm a member of Acterra because 
I know meaningful action starts 
at the local level. That's exactly 
why I'm in local government – 
and why Acterra's model of  
community environmental action 
is one that works."  

- Larry Klein, Palo Alto Council Member and 
Former Mayor

Meet Executive Director  
Michael Closson and learn 
about Acterra’s mission 
and model for change in 
this video:

Use your smartphone to scan the  
QR code and view the video.  
Or go to http://youtu.be/dnscn9mUUlc

Find us on:


