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News Release

ACTERRA: ACTION FOR A SUSTAINABLE EARTH

For Immediate Release

Acterra’s 2007 Business Environmental Awards Honor
“Green” Business Practices Around the Bay Area

Stanford Dining receives competitive environmental award

PALO ALTO, May 30, 2007 -- Acterra today announced the winners of
the prestigious 2007 Business Environmental Awards, identifying
eleven companies and organizations who have demonstrated extraor
dinary environmental leadership from among this yearOs highly com

petitive field of Bay Area enterprises. In a sign of the growing corpo
rate OgreeningO trend that has taken root nationally and is being led by
large and small businesses in the San Francisco Bay Area, the number
of regional applicants competing for ActerraOs coveted Business Envi
ronmental Awards more than doubled this year.

Stanford Dining received the first Acterra Award for Sustainabil
ity for its continuous and comprehensive approach toward sustainable
business practices. A division of Residential & Dining Enterprises at
Stanford University, Stanford Dining serves 18,000 meals a day in an
environmentally friendly and socially responsible manner. Committed
to be the best in the industry, Stanford Dining serves healthy, sea
sonal, organic produce from local farms, including a student-
maintained community garden. Resource use and waste production
are minimized by purchasing as much food as possible from farms
within a 250-mile radius, and serving meals on reusable tableware
which is cleaned with energy- and water-efficient washers. Food waste,
paper napkins, and compostable servicewear are composted.

Executive Director of Stanford Dining, Rafi Taherian, and Asso
ciate Vice Provost of Residential & Dining Enterprises, Shirley Everett,
have infused the organization with their passion for sustainability. All
staff members are trained in sustainable practices, and have become
active participants and proponents of Stanford DiningOs commitment
to sustainability. All regular employees receive full health benefits and
are paid a living wage. Stanford Dining has demonstrated that by col
laborating with employees, students, customers, farmers, vendors,
waste management firms and utilities companies, it can encourage
sustainable practices from all its business stakeholders.

According to Norm Ploss, the lead judge for the sustainability
category, "The Stanford Dining program gained the edge over a field of
very fine and qualified candidates due to its exercise of its multiplier
effect potential, its program commitment, and penchant to examine
the details of service deliveryEThey have examined and altered


mailto:lteksler@yahoo.com
mailto:lteksler@yahoo.com
mailto:awards@acterra.org
mailto:awards@acterra.org
mailto:jenniferk@acterra.org
mailto:jenniferk@acterra.org
mailto:michaelc@acterra.org
mailto:michaelc@acterra.org
http://www.acterra.org
http://www.acterra.org

every aspect of dining service delivery: equipment choices, operations
recycling, minimization of food and materials waste, timing and num -
ber of supplier deliveries, 250-mile preference distance to sustainable
food sources, onsite meetings with farmers, examination of the treat -
ment of the workers of its suppliers, opportunities for on-site em -
ployee advancement to higher levels, internet visibility...collaboration
and communication, on-campus gardening, and campus-wide [educa -
tion programs] with organic-sustainable-fair trade orientations."

During a rigorous three-month judging process which involved
more than 25 regional environmental and sustainability experts, over
50 competitors in ActerraOs Business Environmental Awards showcased
their environmental innovations in six categories including sustainabil -
ity; sustainable built environment; environmental & sustainability edu -
cation; environmental enterprise; commute and transportation, and
pollution prevention/resource conservation.

2007 BEA Winners County Award Category
Stanford Dining Santa Clara Acterra Award for Sustainability
Genentech, Inc. San Mateo Commute & Transportation
iReuse Marin Environmental Enterprise
Green Citizen, Inc. Santa Clara Environmental Enterprise
Marin Farmerg . Marin Environmental & Sustainability Educa-
Market Association tion

Susanne Wilson Award for Pollution
Sun Light and Power Alameda Prevention/Resource Conservation:

Small Company

Farella Braun +

Martel LLP

San Francisco

Susanne Wilson Award for Pollution
Prevention/Resource Conservation: Me-
dium Company

Kimpton Hotels & Res-
taurants

San Francisco

Susanne Wilson Award for Pollution
Prevention/Resource Conservation:
Large Company

Susanne Wilson Award for Pollution

Applied Materials, Inc. |Santa Clara Prevention/Resource Conservation:
Special Project

Adobe Systems . . :

Incorporated Santa Clara Sustainable Built Environment

Earth Bound Homes Santa Clara Sustainable Built Environment

(special commendation)




OActerra is thrilled with the quantity and caliber of applicants to
the 2007 Business Environmental Awards,O remarked Laura Teksler,
Chair of the Awards. OClearly there are many leaders in our business
community who are finding solutions that are both environmentally
and economically sustainable. All the applicants are worthy of recogni
tion.0 The eleven winners will be honored at a ceremony on
Thursday, June 7, 2007 at 5:30 PM at Symantec Corporation, 350
Ellis St. Mountain View, California.

Since 1990, ActerraOs Business Environmental Awards program
has recognized over one hundred Bay Area businesses, governments,
and academic and nonprofit organizations for excellence in environ -
mental leadership. Winners, who have in the past included Apple,
Hewlett-Packard, Roche-Palo Alto, and Sun Microsystems, have made
improvements in their operations that significantly reduce their envi
ronmental impacts, thereby benefiting all Bay Area residents.

About Acterra

Acterra is a Bay Area non-profit with a 37-year history of innova
tion in bringing people together to address environmental challenges
and create local and regional solutions that foster a healthy natural
environment. ActerraOs programs offer ways for community members
and local businesses to take action against global warming, to restore
native habitats, and to educate and cultivate environmental leaders for
the future. Learn more at  www.acterra.org
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