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For Immediate Release

ActerraÕs 2007 Business Environmental Awards Honor   
ÒGreenÓ Business Practices Around the Bay Area

Eleven enterprises receive competitive environmental award

PALO ALTO, Calif. May 29, 2007 -- Acterra today announced the win-
ners of the prestigious 2007 Business Environmental Awards, identify-
ing eleven companies and organizations who have demonstrated ex-
traordinary environmental leadership from among this year’s highly 
competitive field of Bay Area enterprises. 

 The winners, comprised of well-known firms and start-ups, 
hail from a variety of industry sectors, including high tech, biotech, 
clean tech, foodservice/hospitality, construction, and legal, reflect-
ing the Bay Area’s rich and widespread commitment to the envi-
ronment.
 In a sign of the growing corporate “greening” trend that has 
taken root nationally and is being led by large and small businesses 
throughout the San Francisco Bay Area, the number of regional appli-
cants competing for Acterra’s coveted Business Environmental Awards 
more than doubled this year.

 Over 50 competitors showcased their environmental innovations 
in six categories including sustainability; sustainable built environ-
ment; environmental & sustainability education; environmental enter-
prise; commute and transportation, and pollution prevention/resource 
conservation.  The companies took part in a rigorous three-month 
judging process which involved more than 25 regional environmental 
and sustainability experts who verified program impacts through site 
visits and interviews.

 “Acterra is thrilled with the quantity and caliber of applicants to 
the 2007 Business Environmental Awards,” remarked Laura Teksler, 
Chair of the Awards. “Clearly there are many leaders in our business 
community who are finding solutions that are both environmentally 
and economically sustainable. All the applicants are worthy of recogni-
tion.”  

 The eleven winners, whose environmental achievements are 
summarized in the attached table, will be honored at a ceremony on 
Thursday, June 7, 2007 at 5:30 PM at Symantec Corporation, 350 
Ellis St. Mountain View.  
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2007 BEA Winners Award-W inning Environmental Achievements

Stanford Dining

    Santa Clara County

     Acterra Award for 
     Sustainability

Stanford Dining, a major foodservice provider to the Stanford University com-
munity, operates a dining enterprise that minimizes its environmental impacts 
through respecting and collaborating with its many stakeholders, including 
employees, students, customers, farmers, vendors, waste management firms 
and utilities.  Sustainable practices include purchasing food from within 250 
miles of campus, a comprehensive recycling and composting program, reus-
able serviceware, use of non-toxic cleaners, electric-powered vehicles, en-
ergy and water efficient appliances and sustainable building materials.  
Contact: Rafi Teharian, 650.725.1510

Genentech, Inc.

    San Mateo County

    Commute & Transportation
    Award

Genentech!s transportation program pays employees $4.00 for each day they 
arrive by an alternative commute mode and log their transportation method on 
a web-based reporting system. Wi-fi equipped “GenenBuses,” shuttles, car-
pool and vanpool matching system, bike lockers and showers further encour-
age eco-friendly transport.  Contact: Nathan Byerly, 650.225.8285

iReuse

    Marin County

    Environmental Enterprise 
    Award

iReuse has implemented a cost effective, environmentally friendly, and so-
cially responsible process for the sale, donation, reuse, recycling, and re-
moval of unwanted corporate and household materials. The company has di-
verted more than a million pounds of waste from landfills, saved clients over 
$500,000 and given more than two million dollars of in-kind donations to local 
charities.  Contact: Ken Kurtzig, 415.472.3865

Green Citizen, Inc.

    Santa Clara County

    Environmental Enterprise
    Award

A socially responsible electronics recycling company, GreenCitizen works to 
combat the burgeoning electronic waste dumping crisis in third world coun-
tries through proper and complete de-manufacturing of electronic product and  
customer education.   An innovative tracking system provides electronics 
manufacturers with data about their discarded products, and affords account-
ability for, and assurance of, the safe disposal of all e-waste.  Contact: James 
Kao, 650.740.3598

Marin Farmers 
Market Association

   Marin County

    Environmental & 
    Sustainability Education
    Award

As a result of the Marin Farmers Market Association!s educational outreach 
about organic and sustainable farming practices, hospitals, schools and other 
farmers! market clients are purchasing more organic products and improving 
the menu choices offered to their patrons, patients, and students, promoting 
healthy lifestyles and a healthy environment.  Contact: Leah Smith, 
415.472.6100 x 111

Sun Light and Power

    Alameda County

    Susanne Wilson Award for  
    Pollution Prevention/
    Resource Conservation: 
    Small Company

Sun Light and Power, a small clean tech business in Berkeley, CA, is the first 
solar company to obtain certification by the Alameda County Green Business 
Program. Sun Light and Power generates electricity with its own photovoltaic 
system, utilizes a solar hot water system, operates its trucks on bio-diesel, 
heats its offices with a bio-diesel-fueled radiant system, utilizes skylights and 
CFLs, and procures used office furniture, sustainable apparel, and services 
from green printers.  Contact: Gerald Zepeda, 510.845.2997



                                                               

2007 BEA Winners Award-W inning Environmental Achievements

Farella Braun + Martel 
LLP

    San Francisco County

    Susanne Wilson Award for  
    Pollution Prevention/
    Resource Conservation: 
    Medium Company

Farella Braun + Martel LLP was the first Green Business-certified law firm in 
San Francisco.  Elements of their award-winning program include compre-
hensive composting and recycling, environmentally preferable purchasing, 
donation of surplus computers, supplies and furniture to local nonprofits, 
conservation of water, energy, and other materials, and quantifying the 
greenhouse gas emissions of this 120-attorney law firm..  Contact: Cheryl 
Loof, 415.954.4433

Kimpton Hotels & 
Restaurants

    San Francisco County

    Susanne Wilson Award for  
    Pollution Prevention/
    Resource Conservation: 
    Large Company

The Kimpton EarthCare Program ensures that hotel guests receive the 
highest level of service and the best quality amenities while greatly reducing 
the environmental impact normally associated with staying in a hotel. Their 
comprehensive pollution prevention program includes the installation of an 
eco-efficiency dashboard tracking system, donating partially used toiletries 
to local homeless shelters, providing reusable laundry bags, recycling 55-
75% of their garbage, offsetting emissions from their fleet with carbon cred-
its, and purchasing local organic wines,brews and food for their mini bars.  
Contact: Steve Pinetti, 415.955.5404

Applied Materials, Inc.

    Santa Clara County

    Susanne Wilson Award for  
    Pollution Prevention/
    Resource Conservation: 
    Special Project

In addition to reducing the energy used to produce their semiconductor 
manufacturing equipment, Applied Materials has gone well beyond compli-
ance by working to reduce the energy consumed by that equipment in their 
customers! facilities.  One hundred percent of the company!s products have 
energy reduction goals which must be validated prior to release.  Contact: 
Stanley Hughes, 408.235.4553

Adobe Systems, Inc.

    Santa Clara County

    Sustainable Built
    Environment Award

In June 2006 the West Tower of Adobe!s corporate headquarters in San 
Jose became the first Platinum LEED-EB certified building.  This designation 
by the U.S. Green Building Council is the highest level attainable in the 
LEED-EB(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design for Existing 
Buildings) Green Building program. Recently, Adobe!s Almaden and East 
Towers joined West Tower in this honor, and Adobe became the first organi-
zation in the world to have three platinum certified Green Buildings.  George 
Denise, 408.536.4426

EarthBound Homes

    Santa Clara County

    Sustainable Built
    Environment Award

EarthBound Homes! construction projects routinely beat by 30-50% Califor-
nia's Title 24 Energy Efficiency Code, the most stringent such regulations in 
the nation." Its model home which uses Structurally Insulated Panel walls 
and roof, FSC certified wood framing and flooring, salvaged windows and 
doors, recycled redwood trim, tankless water heaters and engineered water 
distribution systems is about to be certified the greenest home in California 
by Build it Green's Green Point Rating System. Contact: David Edwards, 
Ph.D. 408.529.1395



 Since 1990 Acterra’s Business Environmental Awards program 
has recognized over one hundred Bay Area businesses, governments, 
and academic and nonprofit organizations for excellence in environ-
mental leadership.  Winners, who have in the past included Apple, HP, 
Roche-Palo Alto, and Sun Microsystems, have made improvements in 
their operations that significantly reduce their environmental impacts, 
thereby benefiting all Bay Area residents.

About Acterra
! Acterra is a Bay Area non-profit with a 37-year history of innova-
tion in bringing people together to address environmental challenges 
and create local and regional solutions that foster a healthy natural 
environment.  Acterra’s programs offer ways for community members 
and local businesses to take action against global warming, to restore 
native habitats, and to educate and cultivate environmental leaders for 
the future.  Learn more at www.acterra.org
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